
  Born Digital: Navigating a World 
Gone Wired 

English 1101 (D2, F1, K) – Fall 2010 
 

 
*Teresa Dobson-  http://www.ccfi.educ.ubc.ca/publication/insights/call/borndigital.html 

 

INSTRUCTOR  

Dr. Kathryn Crowther 

Office:  Skiles 307 

Office Hours: Tu/Th: 11:00-12:00 (by appointment) and Th: 12:00-1:30 (drop-in). 

Email Address:  kathryn.crowther@lcc.gatech.edu    

Course blog:  http://borndigitalgatech2010.wordpress.com/  

Twitter:  ktcrow 

  

COURSE DESCRIPTION:   

This section of English 1101 will examine the new generation of people, material artifacts, and 

information that are ―born digital.‖  For people, this means that they are born into, and have only ever 

known, a world that prioritizes all forms of digitization; for materials and information, it means that 

they only exist in digital form. The questions that the phenomenon of being ―born digital‖ raises will 

be the focus of our class, questions like: how do we mediate between our ―real‖ and our ―digital‖ 

identities?; how does digital communication affect the way we interact?; what is lost when material 

things become digitized, like our photographs or our books?; how do we organize and store digital 

information?; will museums become obsolete?; and what kind of problems does digitization create?  

Starting off with a trip to Emory’s multimedia exhibit on writer Salman Rushdie, "A World Mapped 

by Stories,‖ we will apply what we have learned from our readings and our discussions to different 

types of communication projects including traditional papers, blog entries, a visual presentation, and 

a multimedia final project. Through an intensive process of reading, discussing, writing, and editing, 

we will practice the communication and critical thinking skills that you will need as a Georgia Tech 

student, and as a citizen of the digital world. 

mailto:kathryn.crowther@lcc.gatech.edu
http://borndigitalgatech2010.wordpress.com/
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TEXTS AND RESOURCES:   

  WOVENText – The Georgia Tech e-book.  Purchase and access online:  

http://ebooks.bfwpub.com/gatech 

 

 Born Digital:  Understanding the First Generation of Digital Natives by John Palfrey and Urs 

Gasser.  Basic Books, 2008. 

 

 T-SQUARE, https://t-square.gatech.edu will be the primary repository of other course 

materials, including the most current version of the syllabus, additional reading, links to web 

resources, and detailed assignment descriptions. 

 

SOFTWARE/COMPUTERS: 

 MSWord is the mandatory software for composing papers. Please be sure to save all 

documents in a format which is accessible to older versions of MSWord. 

 We will also use T-Square on a regular basis.  Be sure to check the sites regularly to keep 

abreast of announcements or schedule changes. 

 I will require you to bring your laptops to class on certain days which will be announced.  

Please be sure to have your laptop fully charged for those days as there may not be access to 

power sources. 

 

CLASS OBJECTIVES AND OUTCOMES: 

 • To develop a vocabulary to talk about different types of texts and arguments; to gain  

 confidence with negotiating texts, generating questions, and formulating responses; to 

 interpret and create texts which incorporate WOVEN (Written, Oral, Visual, Electronic, and 

 Nonverbal) elements. 

 

 • To participate in discussion with your peers, understanding that a fruitful classroom 

 exchange comes from careful reading, thoughtful questioning, attentive listening and strong 

 verbal skills.  

 

 • To hone the close-reading skills necessary for the analysis of multimodal texts and to learn 

 how to present your reading of a text to your peers. 

 

 • To develop a set of questions about a text that then can be crafted into a paper or project.  To 

              hone your questions into a concise thesis statement and to approach the creative process as a 

              multi- stage process of research, drafting, instructor and peer feedback and editing.  To  

              understand how to craft an argument and how to use evidence to support your thesis.  

 

 • To explore the different library and electronic resources available on your chosen    

               topics.  To navigate and utilize the resources of Georgia Tech’s library and online          

               collection.  

 

COURSE OUTCOMES:  (See table on following page)   

http://ebooks.bfwpub.com/gatech
https://t-square.gatech.edu/
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Outcomes for First-Year Composition in the Georgia Tech Writing and Communication Program (GTWCP) 
Category Outcomes by the USG 

Board of Regents
1
 

Outcomes by the Council of 
Writing Program Administrators

2
 

Additional Expectations of the 
GTWCP 

Critical Thinking 

Critical thinking involves understanding 
social and cultural texts and contexts in 

ways that support productive 
communication and interaction. 

 Analyze arguments 

 Accommodate opposing points of view 

 Interpret inferences and develop 
subtleties of symbolic and indirect 
discourse 

 Use writing and reading for inquiry, 
learning, thinking, and communicating 

 Integrate ideas with those of others 

 Understand relationships among 
language, knowledge, and power 

 Recognize the constructedness of 
language and social forms 

 Analyze and critique constructs such as 
race, gender, and sexuality as they 
appear in cultural texts 

Rhetoric  

Rhetoric focuses on available means of 
persuasion, considering the synergy of 

factors such as context, audience, 
purpose, role, argument, organization, 

design, visuals, and conventions of 
language.  

 Adapt communication to circumstances 
and audience 

 Produce communication that is 
stylistically appropriate and mature 

 Communicate in standard English for 
academic and professional contexts 

 Sustain a consistent purpose and point of 
view 

 Use a variety of technologies to address 
a range of audiences 

 Learn common formats for different 
kinds of texts 

 Develop knowledge of genre 
conventions ranging from structure and 
paragraphing to tone and mechanics 

 Control such surface features as syntax, 
grammar, punctuation, and spelling 

 Create artifacts that demonstrate the 
synergy of rhetorical elements 

 Demonstrate adaptation of register, 
language, and conventions for specific 
contexts and audiences 

 Apply strategies for communication in 
and across both academic disciplines 
and cultural contexts in the community 
and the workplace 

Process  

Processes for communication—for 
example, creating, planning, drafting, 

designing, rehearsing, revising, presenting, 
publishing—are recursive, not linear. 
Learning productive processes is as 

important as creating products. 

  Find, evaluate, analyze, and synthesize 
appropriate primary and secondary 
sources 

 Develop flexible strategies for 
generating, revising, editing, and proof-
reading 

 Understand collaborative and social 
aspects of writing processes 

 Critique their own and others' works 

 Balance the advantages of relying on 
others with [personal] responsibility 

 Construct, select, and deploy 
information based on interpretation and 
critique of the accuracy, bias, credibility, 
authority, and appropriateness of 
sources 

 Compose reflections that demonstrate 
understanding of the elements of 
iterative processes both specific to and 
transferable across rhetorical situations 

Modes and Media  

Activities and assignments should use a 
variety of modes and media—written, oral, 

visual, electronic, and nonverbal 
(WOVEN)l—singly and in combination. 
The context and culture of multimodality 

and multimedia are critical. 

• Interpret content of written materials on 

related topics from various disciplines 
• Compose effective written materials for 

various academic and professional 
contexts 
• Assimilate, analyze, and present a body 

of information in oral and written forms 
• Communicate in various modes and 

media, using appropriate technology  
 
 

 Use electronic environments for drafting, 
reviewing, revising, editing, and sharing 
texts 

 Locate, evaluate, organize, and use 
research material collected from 
electronic sources, including scholarly 
library databases; other official (e.g., 
federal) databases; and informal 
electronic networks and internet sources 

 Exploit differences in rhetorical 
strategies and affordances available for 
both print and electronic composing 
processes and texts 

 Create WOVEN (written, oral, visual, 
electronic, and nonverbal) artifacts that 
demonstrate interpretation, analysis, 
synthesis, evaluation, and judgment 

 Demonstrate strategies for effective 
translation, transformation, and 
transference of communication across 
modes and media 

                                                 
1
 http://www.usg.edu/academic_programs/information/common_student_learning_outcomes_for_the_core_curriculum/, points edited and sorted into categories defined by GTWCP 

2
 http://www.wpacouncil.org/positions/outcomes.html, points selected , edited, and resorted into categories defined by GTWCP 

http://www.usg.edu/academic_programs/information/common_student_learning_outcomes_for_the_core_curriculum/
http://www.wpacouncil.org/positions/outcomes.html


NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY: 

 

Georgia Tech does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, age, religion, national origin, sexual 

orientation, sex, marital status, disability, or status as a U.S. veteran. This class adheres to those 

guidelines. Alternative viewpoints are welcome in this classroom. However, statements that are 

deemed racist, sexist, classist, or otherwise discriminatory toward others in the class will not be 

tolerated. 

No form of harassment or discrimination is allowed in this class. In keeping with the professional 

nature of this course, only professional behavior is acceptable between the instructor and the students 

and between students. No harassment of any kind is allowed in class including but not limited to 

gender, age, ability, religion, sexual orientation, and ethnicity. 

 

ACCOMMODATION: 

 

Georgia Tech supports students through the ADAPTS (Access Disabled Assistance Program for Tech 

Students). Any student who feels that he or she may need an accommodation for any sort of 

disability, should please make an appointment to see me during office hours. For an appointment with 

a counselor call (404) 894-2564 (voice) / (404) 894-1664 (voice/TDD) or visit Suite 210 in the 

Smithgall Student Services Building.  Please be sure to give me the Faculty Accommodation Letter 

specifying the accommodations you need at the beginning of the semester or as soon as you become 

aware of your disability.  ADAPTS operates under the guidelines of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 

Act of 1973 and the 1990 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  For more information visit the 

following website: http://www.adapts.gatech.edu/. 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  

 

Attendance 
Coming to class on-time and prepared is imperative.  

 Be punctual!  I will always begin class on time. You will be counted as tardy if you come in 

after the official start of class.  I will pass around a sign-in sheet at the beginning of every 

class.  If you come in late, it is your responsibility to remember to sign the sheet.  If you 

forget you will be counted absent.  Each tardy will count as a partial absence (1/4).  Thus, 4 

tardies = one absence.   

 

 You are allowed three absences, no questions asked, to be used at your discretion (ie. there is 

no such thing as an ―excused‖ or ―unexcused‖ absence).  After three absences I will drop your 

final grade 50 points per absence and missing more than seven classes will result in an F 

for the course.  Be sure to save your absences for real illnesses or emergencies – you are 

certain to get sick at some point, so ration your absences carefully.  Please come and talk to 

me (or the Dean of Students) if you are having problems with attendance. 

            

 You are still responsible for any information or assignment covered in a class that you miss.                      

Please check T-square or ask a classmate for information on what you missed. You are 

responsible for keeping track of your own absences. Please schedule a meeting with the 

professor if you wish to verify your attendance record. 

 

http://www.adapts.gatech.edu/
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 Missing class for a university-sponsored event requires a letter from the appropriate 

administrator at the beginning of the semester.  Assignments are still due on the original 

date.  

 

 Papers are due at the beginning of class or by midnight of a due date for online submission.  If 

you are absent the day a paper is due it is still your responsibility to turn in that paper before 

class.  Late work will only be accepted at my discretion (with a grading penalty).   

 

 Please be aware that assignments cannot be made up unless I give you permission in advance.  

All late work will be given the grade I feel is appropriate (usually half credit).  Please let me 

(or a dean) know as soon as possible if an illness or personal crisis prevents you from 

attending class or completing assignments so that we can come to some arrangement 

regarding absences and missed work. 

 

  If you join the class late in Drop/Add, you are responsible for making up missed assignments. 
 

 

Participation (100 points) 

 
 Your attendance is required in both senses of the word; that means that you must not only be 

physically but mentally present as well.  In addition, you must be prepared for class in order 

to benefit the rest of us and in order to receive the full benefit of the class yourself.   

 

 If I see evidence that you are unprepared for class or not mentally present, I will count 

you absent.  This includes sleeping, talking, surfing the net, listening to an iPod, or 

working on materials for other classes during class.  You are required to do all 

reading/writing assignments and come to class with all materials.  Additionally, you will be 

expected to engage actively in class discussion and work-shopping exercises and to post short 

assignments to your blog. 

 

 Come to class prepared to discuss the assigned texts.  This involves keeping up with the  

reading and developing a set of questions or observations that you can share with the class.   

We will discuss close-reading strategies in class, but I advise that you become an “active”  

reader – taking notes and highlighting important passages as you read.   

 

 Occasional ―Reading Pop Quizzes‖ (graded plus, check, minus) will be factored into your 

participation grade – they will be unannounced, so be prepared!  You will get a zero on 

participation if you never speak in class, even if you are present every day.  Come to class 

ready to think and speak and argue; you will have a much more enjoyable time if you do.   

  

 In order to stay abreast of announcements and schedule changes, please be sure to check 

your school email daily. 
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MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS 

 
The main focus in class will be on the WOVEN (Written, Oral, Visual, Electronic, Nonverbal) 

communication process (including draft work-shopping) and we will usually do some writing during 

every class period.  Class time will also involve discussion of expository texts and digital media.   

        

You will receive detailed assignment sheets for each assignment. 

 

Personal Blog (100 points) 

Your blog will serve as a space for informal and exploratory writing. We will walk through 

setting up an account in class.  I will assign you to a group and you will be responsible for 

posting at least once a week (about 300 words) and for commenting on posts by your group 

members. 

    

Identity Essay (100 points) and Digital Identity Project (150 points) 

Your first paper will be a personal essay on some element of your identity.  After reading and 

discussing several example essays, you will draft a 2-3 page essay which should describe in a 

serious, humorous, creative, or anecdotal fashion, what the identity trait is, how it fits you, and 

how it impacts your daily life.   

 

For the second part of this project, you will transform your ―traditional‖ essay into a visual 

argument about your identity.  We will discuss your options in class, but there are many 

approaches you could take to this digital interpretation.  Some options include:  a Google Map, 

a picture essay, a Pecha-Kucha presentation etc. 

   

Digital Archiving Project (200 points) 

This project will ask you to consider the way digitization has changed the way we archive   

information and material objects.  Working in a group, you will use a digital environment to 

research and archive your chosen information or objects.  Projects could include audio 

interviews (StoryCorps), using Anthologize to print an online collection, or a more traditional 

research project using a website or other digital repository.  Students will present their work in 

brief group presentations.  

      

Final group project and presentation (250 points) 

Your final assignment will take up the challenge of Born Digital and try to either propose a 

solution to one of the problems the digital/digitized world presents or to use the innovation and 

creativity the author attributes to you as ―digital natives‖ to design and/or create a new digital 

innovation.  We will spend more time in class discussing your possibilities, but this project 

should bring together the various elements of WOVEN communication that we have discussed 

over the course of the semester. 

   

  Other graded components: 

   

  Final Portfolio                   100 points 

  Participation      100 points 

                                                                               TOTAL               1000 POINTS 
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Particulars 

 Papers must be typed in 12 point font, double-spaced, with 1-inch margins, stapled, with 

your name and page number at the top right, and must follow MLA standard style format. 

 

  All parts of the writing process will be assessed, including outlines, rough drafts, and 

workshops and these will be factored into the grading of the final product.    

 

 When you turn in your final paper, you must submit all the work you've done in that unit 

in a portfolio – notes, research, outlines, drafts, workshopping notes, response papers, etc.  

Please use a folder to keep all these materials together.  Get in the habit of saving different 

versions of your drafts under different file names. 

 

 You must also upload a copy of all written assignments (final drafts) to the electronic 

drop-box on T-Square 

 

 You will lose a grade level (ie. a B will become a C) on your paper grade if you fail to 

bring a complete rough draft on a work shopping day.   
 

 Please keep copies of all of your writing for this course and always save different 

versions of your draft.  It is imperative that you always have a back-up copy of your work.  

Be sure to keep hard copies as well as saved versions.  Also, make sure that you save your 

work in several places (ex. on the network and in your email) so there is no chance that your 

computer will crash and you will lose your work. Always upload a copy of your final draft to 

the T-square electronic drop-box. 

 

 Papers may only be revised at the discretion the professor. 

 

 Incomplete assignments will receive a zero. 

 

 

EVALUATION: 

 

A= 90-100  

B= 80-89  

C= 70-79  

D= 60-69  

F=0-59 

NB:  I round up from 0.5 
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ENGL 1101  COMPETENCY PORTFOLIO 

The end-of-semester portfolio is designed as a culminating, representative, and reflective sample of 

your work. In order to demonstrate that you have met the stated course goals, you will select evidence 

from the texts you have produced in this course (called artifacts); then, you will describe how each 

artifact demonstrates your ability to apply the concepts and skills taught in this course. Your portfolio 

will contain: 

Mode Artifact 

(submitted as separate files) 
Reflection 

(complete the form) 

Oral No electronic copy of the 

Oral presentation is 

required. 

 the ways your presentation addresses a specific 

listening audience 

 the strategic use of the voice, body, space, and 

technology 

Written  first draft 

 if pertinent, additional 

drafts 

 final draft 

 the differences between the first and final drafts 

 the ways the artifact uses more than alphabetic 

text to convey its message 

 successful composition strategies that might 

work well in other rhetorical situations 

Visual  first 

 if pertinent, additional 

drafts 

 final draft 

 the differences between the first and final drafts 

 the ways the artifact uses more than alphabetic 

text to convey its message 

 successful composition strategies that might 

work well in other rhetorical situations 

Electronic  first draft 

 if pertinent, additional 

drafts 

 final draft 

 the differences between the first and final drafts 

 the ways the artifact uses more than alphabetic 

text to convey its message 

 successful composition strategies that might 

work well in other rhetorical situations 

NOTE: Retain copies of all drafts of your work in this course. 

As described in the ―English1101or1102.CompetencyPortfolio.Summer2009.docx‖ file, the entire 

portfolio—artifacts and reflection—will be used for program assessment. However, since I will have 

already graded your artifacts, I will only evaluate your reflection. This assignment counts as 10 of 

your course grade.  

 

 
 

COMMUNICATION/OFFICE HOURS 

I will do my best to check and respond to all email every evening before 8pm.  Emails received after 

8pm will not receive a reply until the following day after class.  I will hold ―drop-in‖ office hours on 

Thursdays from 12:00-1:30 and I will hold office hours by appointment on Tuesdays and Thursdays 

from 11-12.  If you cannot make any of these times, let me know and we can schedule an 

appointment.  I encourage students to come and visit me regularly during office hours.  Feel free to 

stop by my office with questions, concerns, or just to chat!  
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CLASS EXPECTATIONS:   

 

What I expect of students: 
1.   Be on time and then don’t leave the class at anytime unless it is an emergency. 

2.   Don’t talk when someone else is talking.  Address and refer to your classmates by name. 

3.   Turn off all cell phones, iPods and other electronic devices upon entering classroom.  Do not 

      check email or work on other assignments during computer work. 

4.   No sleeping, no heads down – do not come to class unless you are prepared to be an active 

       participant. 

5.   Be respectful of others in your conduct and conversation.  There will be zero tolerance for 

      comments, whether written or verbal, which are racist, sexist, homophobic, classist, or in anyway  

      offensive or discriminatory. 

6.   Be prepared to work cooperatively in groups. 

7.   Come to class prepared and ready to participate. 

8.   Complete and turn in all assignments on time. 

 

What students can expect of me: 
1.   I will treat all students equally and with respect. 

2.   I will be accessible during office hours (4 hours per week) and for individual appointments when  

      necessary. 

3.   I will check email up until 8pm each night.  I will try to answer all emails within 24 hours. 

4.   I will endeavor to return all assignments in a timely manner (2-3 weeks for longer assignments). 

5.   I will encourage all students to participate in class and to reach their full potential in all activities  

      and assignments. 

 

 

ACADEMIC CONDUCT:  

The Georgia Tech Honor Challenge is in effect at all times both in the classroom and whenever 

you work on materials for this class: 

I commit to uphold the ideals of honor and integrity by refusing to betray the trust bestowed 

upon me as a member of the Georgia Tech community. 

As a student you are bound by the “Student Conduct Code of the Rules and Regulations” 

(Georgia Institute of Technology General Catalog, Section XIX).  You are responsible for 

familiarizing yourself with the policy for academic integrity (available online at 

http://www.honor.gatech.edu).  

The website states that: “Academic misconduct is an act that does or could improperly distort 

student grades or other student academic records” which include: 

 Possessing, using, or exchanging improperly acquired written or verbal information in the 

preparation of any essay, laboratory report, examination, or other assignment included in an 

academic course; 

 Substitution for, or unauthorized collaboration with, a student in the commission of 

academic requirements; 

 Submission of material that is wholly or substantially identical to that created or published 

by another person or persons, without adequate credit notations indicating authorship 

http://www.honor.gatech.edu/
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(plagiarism); 

 False claims of performance or work that has been submitted by the claimant; 

 Alteration or insertion of any academic grade or rating so as to obtain unearned academic 

credit; 

 Forgery, alteration, or misuse of any institute document relating to the academic status of the 

student. 

While these acts constitute assured instances of academic misconduct, other acts of academic 

misconduct may be defined by the professor.” 

 

 

Work that violates the Honor Code will receive zero credit and may result in failure of the 

entire course. I will also report any serious misconduct to the Dean of Students. 

 

What is Plagiarism? 

We will spend time at the beginning of the semester discussing plagiarism and how to avoid it, but 

here are some examples: 

1. Copying another student’s work. 

2. Downloading a paper from the Internet. 

3. Using another person’s ideas and not giving them credit. 

4. Paraphrasing but retaining specific phrases and structures from the original 

5. Giving incorrect or incomplete citation information. 

We will practice using MLA format in class and I will verify your bibliographic citations on your 

rough drafts.   You may ask me questions about citation and plagiarism at any time. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DETAILED SCHEDULE* 
 

 Reading assignments should be read BEFORE the day they will be discussed and items due 

should be brought to class on that day.  For example, on 08/12 you should come to class having 

read Chapter 2 “Process, Attribution, and Research:” Reading and Understanding the Task: 

1,2,6,7 in WOVENText, and an online article, and ready to turn in the syllabus contract. 

 If I ask you to find a text online, please print it and bring an annotated digital version to class. 

 Abbreviations are as follows: 

WT:     WOVENText -  Georgia Tech e-book 

BD:      Born Digital 

 

*NB: This syllabus and the accompanying schedule is subject to modification at 

          the instructor’s discretion 
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UNIT 1.  Digital Natives – Who are they? 
 

 
http://cyber.law.harvard.edu/node/4535 

  

Date Topic Readings Assignments 
Due 

TU 
08/24 

 
 
 
 

Introductions; course overview 
Syllabus review 
Intro to WOVENText  
What is WOVEN 
communication? 

Syllabus 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

TH 
08/26 

 

“Born-digital” learners 
Low-stakes writing; setting up 
blogs 
[Bring laptop to class] 
 

WT – Watch intro video and read  
Ch. 1 “Overview of Writing and  
       Communication at Georgia Tech” 
Ch. 3 “Multimodal Synergy” 
 
BD – “Introduction and “Learners” 

- Goals for the 
course   
-Brainstorm on  
categories of 
identity (10-20 
terms) 

TU 
08/31 

 
 
 
 

 

Digital Identity 
Reading for College. 
Brainstorming and outlining 
 
Identity assignment  
introduced (with rubric) 
 
 
 
 

BD – “Identity” 
“Young People Identify With an 
Online Community Almost as 
Strongly as With Their Own Family.” 
 
NYT:  “For Families Today, 
Technology is Morning’s First 
Priority.”  
 
WT – Ch. 2 “Process, Attribution, and 
Research:” Reading and 
Understanding the Task: 1,2,6,7 

Create profile and 
“about me” entry 
for your blog. 
 
 
 

*Syllabus 

contract signed 

and returned. 
 

TH 
09/02 

 

What makes effective writing? 
Getting started with a draft. 
Considering audience and voice. 
Group work-shopping outlines 
 

Sample personal essays (choose 
3)  
Chan -“You’re Short, Besides!” 
Cofer – “The Myth of the Latin 
Woman“ 

Rough outline for 
“Identity Essay”  
 

http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/08/100823080820.htm?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+sciencedaily+%28ScienceDaily%3A+Latest+Science+News%29&utm_content=Twitter
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/08/100823080820.htm?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+sciencedaily+%28ScienceDaily%3A+Latest+Science+News%29&utm_content=Twitter
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/08/100823080820.htm?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+sciencedaily+%28ScienceDaily%3A+Latest+Science+News%29&utm_content=Twitter
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/10/technology/10morning.html?_r=1
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/10/technology/10morning.html?_r=1
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/10/technology/10morning.html?_r=1
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/10/technology/10morning.html?_r=1
http://www.ohrd.wisc.edu/Home/Portals/0/Leadership%20at%20Lunch/Youre%20Short%20Besides.pdf
http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/hdh9/e-reserves/Cofer_-_The_myth_of_the_Latin_women_PDF.pdf
http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/hdh9/e-reserves/Cofer_-_The_myth_of_the_Latin_women_PDF.pdf
http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/hdh9/e-reserves/Cofer_-_The_myth_of_the_Latin_women_PDF.pdf
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Kaur – “A Journey“ 
Sanders – “The Men We Carry in Our 
Minds“ 
Staples – “Black Men and Public 
Spaces“ 
 
WT – Ch. 2 “Process, Attribution, and 
Research:” Exploring Ideas and 
Planning: 21 a,b,f,g,h 

TU 
09/07 
 

Rough draft workshop; 
strategies for peer review 
[Bring laptop and hard copy of 
rough draft] 
 
 
 

WT – Ch. 2 “Process, Attribution, and 
Research:” Exploring Ideas and 
Planning : 28 – peer review 
Ch. 4 “Written:” Effective Language: 
46, 47, 49, 50 

Rough draft of 
“Identity” essay  
 
 
 
 

TH 
09/09 

Tour of library and multimedia 
resources (meet @ the library) 
 
In-class assessment 
 

 Final draft  of 

“Identity” essay 

and process work 
 

TU 
09/14 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Reflection writing 
Discussion of digital identity and 
dossiers 
Brainstorming for digital 
identity project 
 
 
 
 

BD – “Dossiers” 
 
“Digital Natives: Life Cycle of a 
Digital Dossier” 
 
Watch: Identity 2.0 video 
Watch: “Using Google Maps as a 
Writing Tool.” 
Watch: Tour of “SlideShare.”  
 

Brainstorming on 
digital identity 
project 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TH 
09/16 
 

 
 
 

Reading and making visual 
arguments, visual technology 
and identity 
 
 
 

WT –  Ch. 6 “Visual”:  88  
 
“Understanding Shakespeare:  
Towards a Visual Form for Dramatic 
Texts and Languages.” 
 

Process plan for 
digital identity 
project 

TU 
09/21 

 

Copyright, attribution and 
plagiarism in the digital age 
 

WT – Ch. 2 “Attribution and 
Research:”  34e, 35, 36, 37, 43 
 
BD  -- “Creators” and “Pirates” 
 

Detailed outline for 
digital identity 
project 
 

TH 
09/23 

 

In-class work on digital identity 
project 
 

WT –  Ch. 6 “Visual”: 85,86 Rough version of 
digital identity 
project 
 

SAT 
09/25 
11am 

TRIP TO “A WORLD MAPPED BY STORIES:  THE SALMAN RUSHDIE ARCHIVES” @ EMORY 
UNIVERSITY LIBRARY. 

 

http://www.sikhchic.com/article-detail.php?cat=6&id=127
http://www.cabrillo.edu/academics/english/100resources/%27The%20Men%20We%20Carry%20In%20Our%20Minds%27.pdf
http://www.cabrillo.edu/academics/english/100resources/%27The%20Men%20We%20Carry%20In%20Our%20Minds%27.pdf
http://www.ghc.edu/faculty/llerych/BlackMen.pdf
http://www.ghc.edu/faculty/llerych/BlackMen.pdf
http://www.ghc.edu/faculty/llerych/BlackMen.pdf
http://cyber.law.harvard.edu/node/4535
http://cyber.law.harvard.edu/node/4535
http://identity20.com/media/OSCON2005
http://vimeo.com/3442403
http://vimeo.com/3442403
http://vimeo.com/3442403
http://www.slideshare.net/tour
http://www.understanding-shakespeare.com/
http://www.understanding-shakespeare.com/
http://www.understanding-shakespeare.com/
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Unit 2. Navigating the Digital World: 
Materiality and Archives  

 

 
http://www.emory.edu/EMORY_MAGAZINE/2010/winter/authors.html 

Copyright © Emory University 2009 
 

Date 
 

Topics                 
 

Readings 
 

Assignments due 
 

TU 
09/28 

Digital Identity Project 
Showcase 
Materiality and Digitization 

 
 
 
 

Final “Digital 

Identity” project and 

process work 
 

TH 
09/30 

 

Introduction of Digital 
Archiving Assignment 
Archives, museums, and 
material collections  
 
Forming groups for Digital 
Archiving project 

Loftus, “The Author’s 
Desktop.” (Essay on Salman 
Rushdie’s archive). 
 
“Preserving Rushdie’s 
Digital Life” (series of 
videos) 
 
“Beyond On-line 
Collections: Putting Objects 
to Work” 
 

 

TU 
10/05 

 
 
 
 

Books and print media; the 
advantages and problems of 
digitization 
 
 

Hayles, Writing Machines 
(selections TBA) 
 
Google's Book Search: A 
Disaster for Scholars 
 
“Electronic Reading Devices 
are Transforming the 
Concept of a Book” 
 
 

 Brainstorm for ideas 
for Digital Archiving 
project 
 
 

http://www.emory.edu/EMORY_MAGAZINE/2010/winter/authors.html
http://www.emory.edu/EMORY_MAGAZINE/2010/winter/authors.html
http://www.emory.edu/EMORY_MAGAZINE/2010/winter/authors.html
http://www.youtube.com/user/emorylibraries#grid/user/8A1D63F362925EA9
http://www.youtube.com/user/emorylibraries#grid/user/8A1D63F362925EA9
http://www.archimuse.com/mw2004/papers/johnson/johnson.html
http://www.archimuse.com/mw2004/papers/johnson/johnson.html
http://www.archimuse.com/mw2004/papers/johnson/johnson.html
http://chronicle.com/article/Googles-Book-Search-A/48245/
http://chronicle.com/article/Googles-Book-Search-A/48245/
http://articles.latimes.com/2010/jul/18/business/la-fiw-0718-reading-20100718
http://articles.latimes.com/2010/jul/18/business/la-fiw-0718-reading-20100718
http://articles.latimes.com/2010/jul/18/business/la-fiw-0718-reading-20100718
http://articles.latimes.com/2010/jul/18/business/la-fiw-0718-reading-20100718
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TH 
10/07 

Out of class group meetings for 
Digital Archiving project 
 

WT – Ch. 2:  “Working with 
Others:” 13, 14 
 
 
 
 

Progress report #1 
due by friday @ noon. 
 

TU 
10/12 

 

Privacy in the digital age 
 
 
 

BD – “Privacy” 
 
  

Bring examples of 
privacy issues you’ve 
experienced. 

TH 
10/14 

Social networking and privacy Boyd, "Social Networks: 
Public, Private, or What?" 
and "Making Sense of 
Privacy and Publicity" 
 
McKeon, “The Evolution of 
Privacy on Facebook.” 
 

Progress report #2 
due 

TU 
10/19 

Communication in the digital 
age 
 
 
 
 

Reading TBA 
 
 

 

TH 
10/21 

Work-shopping Digital 
Archiving projects 
 
 

WT–Ch. 7 “Electronic:” 106. Rough version of 
Digital Archiving 
project 
 

TU 
10/26 

Project showcase – brief 
presentations. 

WT–Ch.5 “Oral:”77. Final version of 
Digital Archiving 
project and process 
work 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://kt.flexiblelearning.net.au/tkt2007/edition-13/social-network-sites-public-private-or-what/
http://kt.flexiblelearning.net.au/tkt2007/edition-13/social-network-sites-public-private-or-what/
http://kt.flexiblelearning.net.au/tkt2007/edition-13/social-network-sites-public-private-or-what/
http://www.danah.org/papers/talks/2010/SXSW2010.html
http://www.danah.org/papers/talks/2010/SXSW2010.html
http://www.danah.org/papers/talks/2010/SXSW2010.html
http://mattmckeon.com/facebook-privacy/
http://mattmckeon.com/facebook-privacy/
http://mattmckeon.com/facebook-privacy/
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Unit 3. Navigating the Digital World: 
Pitfalls and Potential  

 

 
 

 

Date 
 

Topics                 
 

Readings 
 

Assignments due 
 

TH 
10/28 

The pitfalls of a “World Gone 
Wired.” Information overload 
 
Reflection on Digital Archiving 

project. 

 
Introduction of Final Group 
Project  

BD – “Quality,” and  
“Overload”  
 
“Digital Age Presents New 
Problems for Historians” 
 
NYT: “Digital Devices 
Deprive Brain of Needed 
Downtime” 
 

Selected blog entries 

due for midterm blog 

assessment 
 

TU 
11/02 

Violence and cyber bullying 
 
Choosing groups for final 
project 

BD – “Aggressors”  Brainstorming on 
ideas for final project. 
 

TH 
11/04 

The potential for innovation 
and activism. 
 
In-class group work 
 

BD – “Innovators,” 
“Activists” 
 

Rough 
plans/proposals for 
possible final project 

TU 
11/09 

 
 
 

In-class group work 
Finalize topic for final project – 
come up with a detailed plan. 

 
 
 

Detailed plan due by 
the end of class. 

TH 
11/11 

 

Out of class group meetings   Progress report due 
by Friday @ noon.  

TU 
11/16 

Group work on projects 
 
 

Online readings (TBA)  

http://www.technewsdaily.com/information-overload-digital-age-presents-new-problems-for-historians-0867/
http://www.technewsdaily.com/information-overload-digital-age-presents-new-problems-for-historians-0867/
http://www.technewsdaily.com/information-overload-digital-age-presents-new-problems-for-historians-0867/
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/25/technology/25brain.html?_r=1&adxnnl=1&ref=technology&src=me&adxnnlx=1282748558-qaMt1fYq3ouIDOcTuq4tCg
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/25/technology/25brain.html?_r=1&adxnnl=1&ref=technology&src=me&adxnnlx=1282748558-qaMt1fYq3ouIDOcTuq4tCg
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/25/technology/25brain.html?_r=1&adxnnl=1&ref=technology&src=me&adxnnlx=1282748558-qaMt1fYq3ouIDOcTuq4tCg
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/25/technology/25brain.html?_r=1&adxnnl=1&ref=technology&src=me&adxnnlx=1282748558-qaMt1fYq3ouIDOcTuq4tCg
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TH 
11/18 

 

Digital rhetoric – making  
multimedia arguments 

BD – “Synthesis” 
 
WT –Ch.2, “Constructing 
Arguments:” 19 

Second progress 
report due 

TU 
11/23 

Reflecting on process and 
progress:  building a portfolio. 
 
 

WT – Ch. 2 ―Writing 

Portfolios:‖ 44 
Rough drafts of 2 
reflection pieces. 

TH 
11/25 

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 
 

  

TU 
11/30 

 
 

Group work in class 
Giving effective presentations 
 

WT – Ch.5 “Oral:” 78, 79, 
81, 82 

Third progress report 
due 
 
 
 

TH 
12/02 

 

Final Presentations 
 

  

TU 
12/07 

 
 
 

Final Presentations 
 
 

  
 
 
 

TH 
12/09 

 

Evaluations 
Submitting portfolios 
Final thoughts 

 FINAL PROJECTS, all 
process work and 
group/self 
evaluations due 

 

 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

NOTES 
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PLEASE READ, SIGN, AND RETURN THESE STATEMENTS TO DR. CROWTHER 

 
I affirm that I have read the entire syllabus and policy sheet for ENGL 1101 and understand the 

information and the responsibilities specified. 

 
____________________________________________ 
print name 
____________________________________________ 
signature 
____________________________________________ 
date 

 

 

DIRECTIONS: Read carefully and check all that apply. 

I give my instructor, Kathryn Crowther, permission to use copies of the work I do for this course, 

ENGL 1101 – Fall 2010: 

 □ as examples in this and other courses 

 □ as examples in presentations and in print and electronic publications 

 

Please indicate how you want to be acknowledged: 

□ Please use my name both in the acknowledgements and with my actual document. 

□ Please use my name in the acknowledgements section but use an appropriate pseudonym with 

      my actual document. 

□ Please use a pseudonym both in the acknowledgements and with my actual document. 

□ Please use my work, but do not acknowledge me in any way. 

 

□ I do not want my work used as examples in any situations. 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

print name 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

signature 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

print permanent address 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

print campus address 

_______________________________________    __________________________________ 

date                                                                          email 

 

 


