
From iPods to Youtube:  Writing and Identity in the  

Digital Age  

English 1101 (A3, G3, J3) – Fall 2008 

 

 
* Image courtesy of http://www.sxc.hu/index.phtml 

INSTRUCTOR  

 

Kathryn Crowther, Ph.D    

Office:  Skiles 316 

Office Hours: MWF: 11:15-12, W: 2-4 and by appointment. 

Email Address:  kathryn.crowther@lcc.gatech.edu    

  

COURSE DESCRIPTION:   

 

This section of English 1101 will examine how identity is communicated through various forms of 

technology.  We will focus on the way different types of texts – from traditional written documents 

and advertisements to Youtube videos and blogs – can be read as arguments about modern identity.  

Drawing upon our exploration of identity, community, and digital media, we will transform our 

discussions into different types of communication projects including a personal paper, a poster 

presentation, a rhetorical analysis, and an argumentative proposal.  Through an intensive process of 

reading, discussing, writing, and editing, we will practice the communication and critical thinking 

skills that you will need as a Georgia Tech student, and as a citizen of the digital world. 

 

TEXTS:   

 

Everything’s an Argument (4
th

 Edition) by Andrea Lunsford and John Ruskiewicz with 

accompanying e-book and access to CompClass. [Note:  You must buy this version of the book; 

other versions will not have the code to access the e-book]. 

 

Selections on E-reserve 

mailto:kathryn.crowther@lcc.gatech.edu
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SOFTWARE/COMPUTERS: 

 

MSWord is the mandatory software for composing papers. Please be sure to save all documents in a 

format which is accessible to older versions of MSWord. 

We will also use T-Square and Compclass on a regular basis.  Be sure to check the sites regularly to 

keep abreast of announcements or schedule changes. 

I will require you to bring your laptops to class on certain days which will be announced.  Please be 

sure to have your laptop fully charged for those days as there may not be access to power sources. 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:   

 Board of Regents University System of Georgia*  Georgia Tech Writing and Communication Program  

Rhetoric Rhetoric focuses 

on available means of 

persuasion, considering the 

synergy of factors such as 

context, audience, purpose, 

role, argument, 

organization, design, 

visuals, and conventions of 

language.  

 

Objective ―Understand 

rhetorical contexts for 

writing by establishing the 

writer’s role, the audience, 

and the purpose of the 

project.‖  

Outcome ―Use conventions 

of writing mechanics, 

usage, and style to 

communicate effectively 

for the given audience, 

purpose, and format.‖  

Objectives Understand 

registers and variations 

within discourses. Apply 

strategies for addressing 

academic and professional 

audiences.  

Outcome Create artifacts 

that demonstrate the 

synergy of rhetorical 

elements.  

Process Processes for 

communication —for 

example, creating, 

planning, drafting, 

designing, rehearsing, 

revising, presenting, 

publishing—are recursive, 

not linear. Learning 

productive processes is as 

important as creating 

products.  

 

Objective ―Approach 

writing as a way to think 

and communicate ideas to 

others.‖  

Outcomes ―Use recursive 

processes that include 

collecting information, 

focusing, ordering, 

drafting, revising, and 

editing.‖ ―Demonstrate the 

techniques and skills of 

research, integration of 

source material, and 

documentation.‖  

Objective Explore 

individual and 

collaborative processes in 

multicultural and 

international contexts.  

Outcome Construct, 

select, and deploy 

information based on 

interpretation and critique 

of the accuracy, bias, 

credibility, authority, and 

appropriateness of sources.  

Modes and Media 

Activities and assignments 

should use a variety of 

modes and media—

written, oral, visual, 

electronic, and 

nonverbal—singly and in 

combination. Contexts and 

cultures of modes and 

media are critical.  

 

Objective ―Adjust writing 

to a variety of contexts, 

including electronic 

environments.‖  

Outcome ―Read and 

respond to various texts for 

purposes of interpretation, 

analysis, synthesis, 

evaluation, and judgment.‖  

Objective Distinguish and 

evaluate multimodal 

communication — 

WOVEN (Written, Oral, 

Visual, Electronic, and 

Nonverbal).  

Outcome Create WOVEN 

artifacts that demonstrate 

interpretation, analysis, 

synthesis, evaluation, and 

judgment.  

 

*Quoted text derives from the ―Committee on English Recommendation,‖ Board of Regents for the University 

System of Georgia, http://www.usg.edu/academics/comm/english/level_11012.phtml (accessed July 31, 2008). 

 

 

CLASS OBJECTIVES: 

 To develop a vocabulary to talk about different types of texts and arguments; to gain confidence 

with negotiating texts, generating questions, and formulating responses. 
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 To participate in discussion with your peers, understanding that a fruitful classroom exchange 

comes from careful reading, thoughtful questioning, attentive listening and strong verbal skills.  

 

 To hone the close-reading skills necessary for the analysis of multimodal texts and to learn how 

to present your reading of a text to your peers. 

 

 To develop a set of questions about a text that then can be crafted into a paper.  To hone your 

questions into a concise thesis statement and to approach the writing process as a multi-stage 

process of research, drafting, instructor and peer feedback and editing.  To understand how to 

craft an argument and how to use evidence to support your thesis.  

 

 To explore the different library and electronic resources available on your chosen paper topics.  

To navigate and utilize the resources of Georgia Tech’s library and online collection. 

 

 

NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY: 

 

This class does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, age, religion, national origin, sexual 

orientation, sex, marital status, disability, or status as a veteran.  Alternative viewpoints are welcome 

in this classroom.  However, statements that are deemed racist, sexist, classist, or otherwise 

discriminatory toward others in the class will not be tolerated. 

 

ACCOMMODATION: 

 

Georgia Tech supports students through the ADAPTS (Access Disabled Assistance Program for Tech 

Students). Any student who feels that he or she may need an accommodation for any sort of 

disability, should please make an appointment to see me during office hours. For an appointment with 

a counselor call (404) 894-2564 (voice) / (404) 894-1664 (voice/TDD) or visit Suite 210 in the 

Smithgall Student Services Building.  Please be sure to give me the Faculty Accommodation Letter 

specifying the accommodations you need at the beginning of the semester or as soon as you become 

aware of your disability.  ADAPTS operates under the guidelines of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 

Act of 1973 and the 1990 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  For more information visit the 

following website: http://www.adapts.gatech.edu/. 

 

MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS: 

 

You will be given a detailed instruction sheet before every assignment including a grading rubric.   

NOTE:  All assignments must be turned in with a ―process‖ portfolio which includes your 

brainstorming, outlining, drafting, and rough drafts along with your final draft.  Please submit these 

materials in a folder. Your grade will take these ―process‖ documents into account.  Failure to submit 

these materials (or to have a rough draft peer-edited) will result in a point deduction. 

 

Paper 1:  Personal Essay 

Your first paper will be a personal essay on some element of your identity.  After reading and 

discussing several example essays, you will draft a 2-3 page essay which should describe in a 

http://www.adapts.gatech.edu/
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serious, humorous, creative, or anecdotal fashion, what the identity trait is, how it fits you, 

and how it impacts your daily life.   

150 points 

Due:  09/05 

 

Poster Presentation 

For this assignment, you will work in a group to design a poster which analyzes and 

explicates an artifact which makes a visual argument (ex. Print advertisement, graffiti, 

webpage, cartoon, design of a product etc.).  For example, you might choose an advertisement 

or a magazine cover that makes an explicit or implicit argument via images and then you will 

analyze how that argument is constructed and how/why the argument is or is not effective.  

You might consider how the images are presented, the design and layout of the artifact, its 

dimensions, color, and the context in which it is presented.  Your poster should contain visual 

and textual elements and should not exceed 24‖x36‖.  You will present the poster to the class 

in a short (3-5 minute) presentation and you will turn in a 1-page self-evaluation.  You will be 

graded on your individual effort and your role in the presentation. 

100 points 

Due: 09/24-25 

 

Paper 2:  Rhetorical Analysis 

For your second paper you will prepare a rhetorical analysis of a text relating to the current 

political campaign.  You could choose a statement from a candidate, the text of a speech, or 

an excerpt from his or her website.  The text under analysis must be at least 600 words long.  

You may include analysis of visuals in your paper, but your primary argument should focus 

on the written elements.  We will discuss how to perform a rhetorical analysis in class, but 

you should pay attention to the claim the text makes, the evidence that supports the claim, the 

organization and style, and the author’s appeals to pathos, logos, and ethos.  For more 

information , see pp. 129-134 in EAA.  Your paper should be 4-5 pages long and should 

include a works cited page.  You will turn in all your brainstorming, outlining, drafting and 

rough drafts in a portfolio along with your final draft.  Your grade will take these ―process‖ 

documents into account.  Failure to submit these materials (or to have a rough draft peer-

edited) will result in a point deduction. 

150 points 

Due:  10/27 

 

Formal Proposal and Presentation 

For your last major assignment, you will work in a group to draft a proposal in which you 

propose a solution to a problem you have identified at Georgia Tech or within your 

academic discipline.  Your proposal should take a multimedia format;  it could be a website, 

a short video, a more formal written document with accompanying 3-D models etc.  To 

develop your proposal you will have to do the following (adapted from EAA p. 348): 

  

* Identify the problem you are choosing to address.  Explain how it affects  

   you or your peers at Tech or within your discipline.  Clarify what is at 

   stake – what are the larger ramifications of the problem.  What will  

   happen if it is not remedied?  What effects will the implementation of  
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   your proposal have on the impacted community? 

 

 * Think about who your target audience will be.  What will be the best  

   way to reach them?  What medium or media will be the most effective  

   vehicle for your message? 

 

* Do research on your issue.  What is already being done?  Have there  

   been other proposals on your topic?  What sources will you use?  How  

   will you cite them? 

 

* How will you divide the tasks amongst members of the group?  How  

   will you present it to the class?  Will you try to get your proposal  

   implemented?  If so, how? 

 

We will discuss the specifics of the assignment in class.  For more information and for a 

sample proposal on ―A Call to Improve Campus Accessibility for the Mobility Impaired,‖ see 

EAA 327-366.  At the end of the semester you will formally present your proposal to the class 

and you will turn in a copy of all the proposal materials to me on the last day of class. You 

will be graded on your individual effort and your role in the presentation. 

200 points 

Due: 12/05. 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  

 

Attendance: 
Coming to class on-time and prepared is imperative.  

 

- Be punctual!  I will always begin class at five past the hour. You will be counted as tardy if you 

come in after this time.  I will pass around a sign-in sheet at the beginning of every class.  If you 

come in late, it is your responsibility to remember to sign the sheet.  If you forget you will be 

counted absent.  Each tardy will count as a partial absence (1/4).  Thus, 4 tardies = one 

absence. 

 

- You are allowed three absences, no questions asked, to be used at your discretion.  After three 

absences I will drop your final grade one grade level (ie. an A will become a B) per absence 

and missing more than seven classes will result in an F for the course.  Be sure to save your 

absences for real illnesses or emergencies – you are certain to get sick at some point, so ration 

your absences carefully.   

 

You are still responsible for any information or assignment covered in a class that you miss.  

Please check T-Square or CompClass or ask a classmate for information on what you missed. 

You are responsible for keeping track of your own absences. Please schedule a meeting with the 

professor if you wish to verify your attendance record. 

 

- Missing class for a university-sponsored event requires a letter from the appropriate 

administrator at the beginning of the semester.  Assignments are still due on the original date. 
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- Papers are due at the beginning of class or by midnight of a due date for online submission.  If 

you are absent the day a paper is due it is still your responsibility to turn in that paper before 

class.  Late work will only be accepted at my discretion (with a grading penalty).  Blog 

entries are due by 8pm the night before class. 

 

-  Please be aware that assignments cannot be made up unless I give you permission in advance.  

All late work will be given the grade I feel is appropriate (usually half credit).  Please let me (or 

a dean) know as soon as possible if an illness or personal crisis prevents you from attending 

class or completing assignments so that we can come to some arrangement regarding absences 

and missed work. 

 

- If you join the class late in Drop/Add, you are responsible for making up missed assignments. 

 

Participation (100 points): 
 

Your attendance is required in both senses of the word; that means that you must not only be 

physically but mentally present as well.  In addition, you must be prepared for class in order to 

benefit the rest of us and in order to receive the full benefit of the class yourself.  If I see 

evidence that you are unprepared for class or not mentally present, I will count you absent.  

This includes sleeping, talking, surfing the net, listening to an iPod, or working on materials 

for other classes during class.  You are required to do all reading/writing assignments and come 

to class with all materials.  Additionally, you will be expected to engage actively in class 

discussion and work-shopping exercises and to post short assignments to our CompClass site. 

Occasional ―Reading Pop Quizzes‖ (graded plus, check, minus) will be factored into your 

participation grade – they will be unannounced, so be prepared!  You will get a zero on 

participation if you never speak in class, even if you are present everyday.  Come to class ready to 

think and speak and argue; you will have a much more enjoyable time if you do.    

 

In order to stay abreast of announcements and schedule changes, please be sure to check your    

      email and/or our T-square site frequently.  

 

Assignments 
 

The main focus in class will be on the WOVEN (Written, Oral, Visual, Electronic, Nonverbal) 

communication process (including draft workshopping) and we will usually do some writing during 

every class period.  Class time will also involve discussion of expository texts and digital media.   

 

◘    Reading and preparation for discussion: 

      Come to class prepared to discuss the assigned texts.  This involves keeping up with the  

      reading and developing a set of questions or observations that you can share with the class.   

We will discuss close-reading strategies in class, but I advise that you become an “active”  

reader – taking notes and highlighting important passages as you read.   

 

◘    Major WOVEN assignments: 

 You will receive detailed assignment sheets for each assignment. 
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  Paper 1 (Personal essay):    150 points Due 09/05    

  Poster presentation:   150 points Due 09/24-26 

  Paper 2 (Rhetorical analysis): 150 points Due 10/27 

  Proposal & Presentation  200 points Due 12/05 

 

◘ Other assignments: 

  Blog entries (min. 200 words) 100 points 

  Short writing assignments  100 points 

  Diagnostic tests     50 points 

  Participation (including quizzes) 100 points 

 

◘  Particulars 

 

Papers must be typed in 12 point font, double-spaced, with 1-inch margins, stapled, with 

your name and page number at the top right, and must follow MLA standard style format. 

   

All parts of the writing process will be assessed, including outlines, rough drafts, and 

workshops and these will be factored into the grading of the final product.    

 

- When you turn in your final paper, you must submit all the work you've done in that unit in 

a portfolio – notes, research, outlines, drafts, workshopping notes, response papers, etc.  Please 

use a folder to keep all these materials together.  You must also upload a copy of all written 

assignments (final drafts) to the electronic drop-box on T-Square 
 

- You will lose a grade level (ie. a B will become a B-) on your paper grade if you fail to 

bring a rough draft on a workshopping day.   
 

- Please keep copies of all of your writing for this course.  It is imperative that you always 

have a back-up copy of your work.  Be sure to keep hard copies as well as saved versions.  

Also, make sure that you save your work in several places (ex. on the network and in your 

email) so there is no chance that your computer will crash and you will lose your work. Always 

upload a copy of your final draft to the T-square electronic drop-box. 

 

- Papers may only be revised at the discretion the professor. 

 

- Incomplete assignments will receive a zero. 

 

EVALUATION: 

 

  A= 90-100  

B= 80-89  

C= 70-79  

D= 60-69  

F=0-59 
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CLASS EXPECTATIONS:   

 

What I expect of students: 
 

1.   Be on time and then don’t leave the class at anytime unless it is an emergency. 

2.   Don’t talk when someone else is talking.  Address and refer to your classmates by name. 

3.   Turn off all cell phones, iPods and other electronic devices upon entering classroom.  Do not 

      check email or work on other assignments during computer work. 

4.   No sleeping, no heads down – do not come to class unless you are prepared to be an active 

       participant. 

5.   Be respectful of others in your conduct and conversation.  There will be zero tolerance for 

      comments, whether written or verbal, which are racist, sexist, homophobic, classist, or in anyway  

      offensive or discriminatory. 

6.   Be prepared to work cooperatively in groups. 

7.   Come to class prepared and ready to participate. 

8.   Complete and turn in all assignments on time. 

 

What students can expect of me: 
 

1.   I will treat all students equally and with respect. 

2.   I will be accessible during office hours (4 hours per week) and for individual appointments when  

      necessary. 

3.   I will check email up until 8pm each night.  I will try to answer all emails within 24 hours. 

4.   I will endeavor to return all assignments in a timely manner (2-3 weeks for longer assignments). 

5.   I will encourage all students to participate in class and to reach their full potential in all activities  

      and assignments. 

 

ACADEMIC CONDUCT:  

 

The Georgia Tech Honor Challenge is in effect at all times both in the classroom and whenever you 

work on materials for this class: 

I commit to uphold the ideals of honor and integrity by refusing to betray the trust 

bestowed upon me as a member of the Georgia Tech community. 

 

As a student you are bound by the ―Student Conduct Code of the Rules and Regulations‖ (Georgia 

Institute of Technology General Catalog, Section XIX).  You are responsible for familiarizing 

yourself with the policy for academic integrity (available online at http://www.honor.gatech.edu).  

 

The website states that: ―Academic misconduct is an act that does or could improperly distort student 

grades or other student academic records‖ which include: 

 Possessing, using, or exchanging improperly acquired written or verbal information in the 

preparation of any essay, laboratory report, examination, or other assignment included in 

an academic course; 

 Substitution for, or unauthorized collaboration with, a student in the commission of 

academic requirements; 

http://www.honor.gatech.edu/
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 Submission of material that is wholly or substantially identical to that created or published 

by another person or persons, without adequate credit notations indicating authorship 

(plagiarism); 

 False claims of performance or work that has been submitted by the claimant; 

 Alteration or insertion of any academic grade or rating so as to obtain unearned academic 

credit; 

 Forgery, alteration, or misuse of any institute document relating to the academic status of 

the student. 

 

All major assignments must be submitted to turnitin.com, an online anti-plagiarism software.  I will 

explain how to do this in class. Students who engage in academic dishonesty will be reported to 

the Dean of Students who may take further action. 

 

What is Plagiarism? 

We will spend time at the beginning of the semester discussing plagiarism and how to avoid it, but 

here are some examples: 

1. Copying another student’s work. 

2. Downloading a paper from the Internet. 

3. Using another person’s ideas and not giving them credit. 

4. Paraphrasing but retaining specific phrases and structures from the original 

5. Giving incorrect or incomplete citation information. 

 

We will practice using MLA format in class and I will verify your bibliographic citations on your 

rough drafts.   You may ask me questions about citation and plagiarism at any time. 

 

COMMUNICATION/OFFICE HOURS: 

 

I will do my best to check and respond to all email every evening before 8pm.  Emails received after 

8pm will not receive a reply until the following day after class.  I will hold ―drop-in‖ office hours on 

MWF from 11:15-12; you may make an appointment or just stop by.  I will also be in my office on 

Wednesdays from 2-4pm.  If you cannot make any of these times, let me know and we can schedule 

an appointment.  I encourage students to come and visit me regularly during office hours.  Feel free 

to stop by my office with questions, concerns, or just to chat!  
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DETAILED SCHEDULE* 
 

 Reading assignments should be read BEFORE the day they will be discussed and items due 

should be brought to class on that day.  For example, on 08/29 you should come to class having 

read the sample personal essays on CompClass and having completed a blog entry by 8pm the 

night before. 

 If I ask you to find a text online, please print or copy it and bring it to class. 

 Abbreviations are as follows: 

EAA: Everything’s an Argument 

eB:     e-book 

CC:   CompClass  
 

*NB: This syllabus and the accompanying schedule is subject to modification at the instructor’s  

          discretion 
 

 

UNIT 1.  Communicating Identity 
  

Week Date Topic Readings Assignments Due 

1 08/18 

 

 

08/20 

 

 

 

 

08/22 

Introductions; categories of identity  

 

 

Syllabus review 

What is WOVEN communication? 

Intro to CompClass, e-book and T-

square 

 

Personal writing and technology; blogs 

Bring laptop to class 

 

 

 

 

Syllabus 

EAA: GT1-30 

 

 

 

Find 2-3 sample blogs 

and read their       

profiles 

 

 

 

 

Brainstorm on categories 

of identity (10-20 terms)  

 

 

 

Post photo and profile on 

your personal blog 

2 08/25 

 

 

08/27 

 

 

08/29 

 

Getting Started: Brainstorming 

techniques.  

 

Diagnostic test (in class) 

 

 

What makes effective writing? 

Considering audience and voice. 

eB:  1.1a ―Exploring a 

topic‖ 

 

 

 

 

CC: Sample Personal 

Essays 

 

Syllabus contract signed 

and returned. 

 

Blog entry: free-write on 

identity definition 

 

Outline for personal 

essay due 

 

3 09/01 

 

09/03 

 

 

09/05 

LABOR DAY [no class] 

 

Rough draft workshop; strategies for 

peer review 

 

Making arguments; written and visual 

rhetoric. 

 

 

eB: 1.3a & b 

―Reviewing Revising, 

and Editing‖ 

 

 

 

 

Paper 1: rough draft due 

in class 

 

Paper 1 and portfolio 

due (all process 
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Bring laptop to class 

 

materials) 

4 09/08 

 

09/10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

09/12 

Types of arguments 

 

Pathos:  Arguments from the heart -- 

Pathos 

Forming groups for poster project 

 

 

 

 

Visual arguments, visual technology and 

identity; Group work on visual argument 

poster project 

Bring laptop to class 

 

EAA:  3-42 

 

EAA: 45-59 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EAA: 411-423 

eB:1.4 (ch. 8) 

―Working with 

Others‖ 

 

 

Find an advertisement 

and use it to answer 

prompt question 2 on 

p.59.  Bring ad and typed 

1-2 page response to 

class. 

 

Bring brainstorming 

notes on poster 

5 09/15 

 

 

 

09/17 

 

 

09/19 

Using visuals in your own arguments 

 

 

 

Use of sources; copyright issues in 

writing and technology; Photoshop 

 

In-class workshop on posters 

EAA: 423-440 

eB: 4.1 ―Designing 

your document‖ 

 

CC: ―Visual Blogs‖ 

EAA: 514-527 

 

 

Blog entry on question 3 

on p. 59.   

 

 

 

 

 

Rough draft of poster 

due 

6 09/22 

 

 

09/24 

 

09/26 

Oral presentations; verbal and non-

verbal communication 

 

Poster presentations  

 

Poster Presentations 

 

eB: 3.1-3.5 ―Listeners 

and speakers‖ 

 

 

 

Poster and individual 

performance review 

due 

 
UNIT 2.  Identity and Technology:  [Mis]Representing the Self 

 

Week 

 

Date 

 

Topics                 

 

Readings 

 

Assignments due 

 

7 09/29 

 

 

 

10/01 

 

 

10/03 

Writing and technology; emails and IMs 

 

 

 

Identities online; misrepresenting the self 

 

 

Library session 

 

CC: ―Evolution of 

Communication‖ 

 

 

E-reserve: ―Identity 

and deception‖  

 

EAA: 60-76 ―Ethos‖ 

 

Bring sample email to 

class 

 

 

Blog entry on assigned 

prompt 

 

 

8 10/06 

 

 

Library quiz;  

Arguments based on character -- Ethos; 

political ads  

CC: Political ads 

 

 

Blog entry: compare one 

Obama to one McCain 

commercial. 
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10/08 

 

 

 

10/10 

 

Political campaigns and technology; 

Using online databases 

 

 

Arguments based on Facts – Logos 

Bring laptops to class 

 

CC:  ―Flickering 

Here; Twittering 

There‖ 

 

EAA: 78-100 

 

 

 

 

 

Look at a political 

candidate’s website and 

find an example of each 

of the 3 types of 

argument (Pathos, Ethos 

& Logos) 

9 13 

 

15 

 

 

 

17 

FALL BREAK [No class] 

 

Thinking rhetorically; how to write a 

rhetorical analysis 

 

 

Writing strategies: outlining and drafting 

paragraphs.  Grammar problems. 

Bring laptops to class 

 

 

EAA: 102-135 

 

 

 

eB: 1.1b-h. 

 

 

 

 

Bring brainstorming 

notes on rhetorical 

analysis essay ideas. 

 

Bring tentative thesis to 

class 

 

 

10 20 

 

22 

 

 

 

24 

Fallacies of argument 

 

Using MLA format; evaluating and citing 

sources 

 

 

Rough draft workshop 

EAA: 491-512 

 

eB: 1.3a-j 

EAA: 528-569,  

 

 

eB: 1.3b 

Bring outline to class 

 

 

 

 

 

Paper 2: rough draft due 

 

 

 

Unit 3.  Community, Communication, and Technology 
 

Week Date Topics Reading Assignments Due 

11 27 

 

 

29 

 

 

31 

Communities on the web: Facebook and 

Myspace 

 

Communities and reality TV 

 

 

Technology and communication in the 

classroom; writing across the curriculum 

 

 

 

E-reserve: ―Spoiling 

Survivor‖  

 

CC:  ―Teaching the 

igeneration‖ 

Paper 2 and portfolio 

due 

 

Blog entry on reality TV 

 

 

Bring in example of 

technology in your 

discipline 

 

12 3 

 

 

 

5 

 

Activism on the web; using technology to 

effect change 

 

 

Making proposals 

 

Article of your choice 

 

 

 

EAA:  327-350 

 

Find an article on online 

activism using GT’s 

electronic databases. 

 

Bring brainstorming 

notes on issue for 
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7 

 

Group work on proposal project 

Bring laptops to class 

 

 

EAA: 351-363 

Sample pamphlets, 

letters, websites. 

 

proposal 

 

 

13 10 

 

 

 

12 

 

 

 

14 

Collaborative technology:  wikis 

 

 

 

Sharing on the web:  Youtube, iTunes,  

 

 

 

Group work on proposal project; 

technology workshop 

[in computer lab] 

 

CC:  John Udell’s 

screencast  

 

 

CC:  ―iTunes 

destroyed the music 

industry‖ 

Bring in a sample wiki 

URL 

 

 

Post a Youtube video on 

your blog with brief 

response. 

 

Bring claim, evidence,  

and full outline of 

argument 

14 17 

 

 

 

19 

 

21 

Gaming online (MMORPGs); technology 

workshop 

 

 

Giving multimedia presentations 

 

Group work on proposal project; 

technology workshop 

[in computer lab] 

 

E-reserves: ―Social 

Interactions in 

MMORPGs‖ 

 

EAA:  441-466 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bring rough draft of 

proposal 

15 24 

 

26 

 

28 

Diagnostic test (in class) 

 

In-class work on final presentations 

 

THANKSGIVING 

  

16 

Dead 

Week 

1 

 

3 

 

5 

Group Presentations 

 

Group Presentations 

 

Group Presentations; final thoughts 

  

 

 

 

Proposals and portfolios 

due 

 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

NOTES 
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