
Picking the Pulitzer:  Becoming a Modern 

Literary Critic  
English 110 – The Craft of Writing 

Fall 2007 
Instructor:   Kathryn Crowther              Email Address:    kcrowther@agnesscott.edu 

Class Time:   TTH  8-915        Class Location:    Buttrick 204 

Office:        Buttrick 218-A (ext.6240)           Office Hours:       Th. 11-1 and by appt.  
 

 
"This will only happen 

after you've been writing and failing 

for a good long time. 

Then you develop a kind of critical sense 

about what you write. 

 

You can tell when something is good, 

but it would be just as good 

in somebody’s work too. 

 

You want to hold out for those things 

only you could say." 

 

James Dickey 

 

Course Description:  This class is designed to develop the critical and analytical reading and writing 

skills necessary for writing college-level papers.  Assuming the position of literary critics, we will 

learn how to read, analyze, interpret and write critically about contemporary literature of all genres.  

To augment our critical voice, we will also learn research skills which allow us to navigate the library 

and online resources and incorporate the theories and views of other critics in a responsible way.  

Making use of the library and electronic resources, we will examine and critique recently published 

literature and develop our voice as modern critics.  Finally, you will practice cogently presenting your 

mailto:kcrowther@agnesscott.edu
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ideas and arguments to the class in the form of a presentation on your chosen Pulitzer Prize-winning 

text.  

 

Texts:   

(Available in the ASC Bookstore) 

 - The Interpreter of Maladies by Jhumpa Lahiri 

 - Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë  

 - Native Guard by Natasha Trethewey 

 - The Compact Bedford Introduction to Literature: Reading, Thinking, Writing, 7
th

 edition 

 - The St. Martin’s Handbook Sixth Edition by Andrea Lunsford 

 

Objectives:   

 To develop a vocabulary to talk about poetry, prose, and drama; to gain confidence with 

negotiating texts, generating questions, and formulating responses. 

 

 To participate in the discussion of literature with your peers, understanding that a fruitful 

classroom exchange comes from careful reading, thoughtful questioning, attentive listening and 

strong verbal skills.  

 

 To hone the close-reading skills necessary for the analysis of literature and to learn how to 

present your reading of a text to your peers. 

 

 To develop a set of questions about a text which then can be crafted into a research project.  To 

hone your questions into a concise thesis statement and to approach the writing process as a 

multi-stage process of research, drafting, instructor and peer feedback and editing.  To understand 

how to craft an argument and how to use evidence to support your thesis.  

 

 To explore the different library and electronic resources available on contemporary literature.  To 

learn how to effectively research and use criticism to enhance your understanding of a text.  To 

navigate and utilize the resources of Agnes Scott’s library and manuscript collection. 

 

 To present your own review of a contemporary work in an oral report and a critical essay; to 

become, that is, a modern literary critic. 

 

 

Writing Center Tutor:  As part of this class we will have our own Writing Center tutor, Maggie 

Greaves, who will be our resident ―course tutor‖ for the semester.  She will sit in our class and follow 

along with the reading so that she will know best how to help you with your writing assignments.  

You may go to her for help with any stage of the writing process from brainstorming to drafting and 

editing.  She will also be a great resource for any questions you might have about English classes and 

college writing in general.  Maggie has been a student in several of my classes and I can attest to 

what an excellent writer she is – we’re lucky to have her!  You can reach her at: 

mgreaves@agnesscott.edu. 

 

 

mailto:mgreaves@agnesscott.edu
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Course Requirements:    
 

Attendance: 

Coming to class on-time and prepared is imperative.  

 

-  Be punctual!  Every excessive tardy will count as a partial absence (1/4).  Thus,  

        4 tardies = one unexcused absence. 

 

- If you exceed three absences, I will drop your final grade one grade level (ie. a "B" will 

become a "B-") per absence.            

 

- Missing more than 8 classes will result in an "F" for the course.  

 

- Missing class for a university-sponsored event requires a letter from the appropriate 

administrator before the absence.  Assignments are still due on the original date. 

 

- Papers are due at the beginning of class.  If you are absent the day a paper is due it is still your 

responsibility to turn in that paper before class.  Late work will not be accepted, except at my 

discretion (with a grading penalty).  

 

-  Please be aware that assignments cannot be made up except at my discretion.  All late work 

will be given the grade I feel is appropriate (usually half credit).  Please let me (or a dean) know 

as soon as possible if an illness or personal crisis prevents you from attending class or 

completing assignments so that we can come to some arrangement regarding absences and 

missed work. 

 

Participation (15%): 

 

Your attendance is required in both senses of the word; that means that you must not only be 

physically but mentally present as well.  In addition, you must be prepared for class in order to 

benefit the rest of us and in order to receive the full benefit of the class yourself.  If I see evidence 

that you are unprepared for class or not mentally present, I will count you absent.  This includes 

sleeping, talking, or working on materials for other classes during class.  You are required to do 

all reading/writing assignments and come to class with all materials.  Additionally, you will be 

expected to engage actively in class discussion and work-shopping exercises and to post short 

assignments to our Blackboard site. Occasional ―Reading Pop Quizzes‖ (awarded plus, check, 

minus) will be factored into your participation grade.  Come to class ready to think and speak and 

argue; you will have a much more enjoyable time if you do.   

 

There will be two extra-credit assignments over the course of the semester.  They will be graded 

on a 0-3 scale and will add the corresponding amount of points to your final participation grade. 

 

Assignments 

The main focus in class will be on the writing process (including draft workshopping) and we will 

usually do some writing during every class period.  Class time will also involve critical presentations 

and discussion of expository and literary texts.   



                                                                                                                                        English 110 Crowther 4 

 

◘    Come to class prepared to talk about the texts assigned.  This involves keeping up with the  

      reading, developing a set of questions or observations that you can share with the class.  We will  

      discuss close-reading strategies in class, but I advise that you become an ―active‖ reader – taking  

      notes and highlighting important passages as you read.   

 

◘    You will write 5 essays and 3 short assignments during the semester. I will give you detailed    

     handouts on each assignment. 

  

 The three 250-word assignments will count for 15% of your final grade. They will be 

graded on a 0-3 scale.  A ―3‖ will be awarded to superior work (exceeds the expectations 

of the assignment), a ―2‖ to adequate work (meets the expectations), a ―1‖ to inadequate 

work (meets only some of the expectations), and a ―0‖ to work which fails to meet any of 

the expectations or is late or incomplete. 

 

 The four longer essays will graded be as follows: 

 

o Paper 1:  Exposition essay        (2-3 pages)   = 10% 

o Paper 2:  Critical Review                     (4-5 pages)  = 15%  

o Paper 3:  Research paper with annotated bibliography    (6-10 pages)  =  20% 

o Paper 4:  Critical Evaluation of a contemporary text    (2-3 pages)    =  15% 

 

 *1 page = approx 250 words 

 

- Papers must be typed in 12 point font, double-spaced, with 1-inch margins and must be in 

MLA standard style format (see St. Martin’s Handbook). 

   

- All parts of the writing process will be assessed, including outlines, rough drafts, and 

workshops and these will be factored into the grading of the final product.    

 

- When you turn in your final paper, you must submit all the work you've done in that unit – 

notes, research, outlines, drafts, workshopping notes, response papers, etc.  Please use a folder 

to keep all these materials together.  You must also upload a copy of all written assignments 

(final drafts) to the electronic drop-box on Blackboard. 
 

- You will lose a grade level (ie. a B will become a B-) on your paper grade if you fail to 

bring a rough draft on a workshopping day. 
 

- At the end of the semester you will give a presentation on your final paper.  I will give you a 

handout detailing the required form and content.  It will count for 10% of your final grade. 
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Grading 

  Short papers (250 words):   15% 

  Papers 1-4:     60% 

  Participation:     15% 

Presentation:   10% 

 

Grading Criteria:

 

 

 An ―A‖ paper would move your instructor and the best members of your class to admiration. 

It implies not only that the theme is virtually free of errors but also that it makes its point clearly, 

logically, and gracefully. An ―A‖ final grade is the product of work of consistently high quality and 

occasional brilliance. 

 

 A ―B‖ paper effectively makes its point: it is generally persuasive.  It takes a thoughtful and 

responsible approach to its chosen subject—it takes up an issue with a sense of urgency, and goes 

beyond the obvious—and it makes appropriate adaptations to audience and situation.  It makes 

generally good use of available and relevant evidence, and shows awareness of possible alternative 

lines of thought.  Its overall structure, likewise, is generally effective: points are well-developed and 

sequenced in a clear, logical, and strategically appropriate way (according to the paper’s purposes); 

nonfunctional digressions and irrelevant points are kept to a minimum; paragraphs are well-

structured; and the implied writer/reader contract is generally maintained throughout.  The style is 

clear, accessible, and appropriate, with few or no grammatical errors that could significantly impede 

readability or detract from the writer’s credibility. 

 

 A ―C‖ paper meets the minimal criteria for acceptable writing, though it may not be effective 

or persuasive.  It makes an argument—that is, it presents a claim or stance, and offers the reader some 

basis for it (argumentation, evidence, supporting detail)—though it may not go much beyond the 

obvious, may not develop its points effectively, may not have an especially strong sense of audience 

and situation, may not be adequately responsive to alternative lines of thought, and may have major 

flaws in its reasoning.  Its structure is generally clear, though perhaps rigidly mechanical: there is an 

introduction, body, and conclusion (the dreaded ―five-paragraph theme‖); points are arranged in a 

perceptible way; and paragraphs are adequately structured, though there may be irrelevant points or 

nonfunctional digressions, an unsteady sense of ―movement,‖ or lapses in the writer/reader contract.  

Its style is more or less clear and readable, though there may be occasional grammatical errors that 

disrupt the intelligibility of what is being said, detract from the writer’s credibility, and weaken the 

overall persuasiveness of the paper.  Improvement is desirable, but you should remember that a ―C‖ 

grade does indicate average college work. 

 

 A ―D‖ paper makes an honest effort, but significantly falls short of the minimal criteria.  It 

presents either no argument or an argument whose intelligibility is seriously flawed; it may read as a 

mere ―collection of thoughts,‖ or as a rant.  It lacks a sense of audience and situation, and may show 

little or no awareness of possible alternative lines of thought.  Its structure is unclear (from a reader’s 

point of view): its points may not seem to have a purposeful sense of order, and its paragraphs may 

                                                 
 Adapted from Professor Pozorski with permission 
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not be adequately structured.  Its style may have (again, from a reader’s point of view) serious 

problems of readability or appropriateness, including frequent and significant lapses in grammar. 

 

 An ―F‖ paper completely fails to meet the assignment: the paper is not completed or not 

handed in; or t falls significantly short of the minimum length requirement; or it addresses no topic 

under discussion; or it seriously violates common standards of civility and argumentation; or it is 

plagiarized or involves self-plagiarism (modification of a paper used for a different class). 

 
 

Honor Code: The Agnes Scott Honor Code is in effect in this class and will be strictly enforced.  

The student bears primary responsibility for understanding the nature of academic honesty and 

avoiding plagiarism.   

 

What is Plagiarism?: 

We will spend time at the beginning of the semester discussing plagiarism and how to avoid it, but 

here are some examples: 

1. Copying another student’s work. 

2. Downloading a paper from the Internet. 

3. Using another person’s ideas and not giving them credit. 

4. Paraphrasing but retaining specific phrases and structures from the original 

5. Giving incorrect or incomplete citation information. 

 

We will practice using MLA format in class and I will run a writing workshop before the first paper 

is due.   You may ask me questions about citation and plagiarism at any time. 

 

Communication: I will do my best to check and respond to all email every evening before 8pm.  As 

our class meets early, do not expect me to get back to you before class if you email me after 8pm.   

 

I encourage students to come and visit me regularly during office hours (or by scheduling an 

appointment with me).  Feel free to stop by my office with questions, concerns, or just to chat!  

 

Miscellaneous info: 

 

 Please keep copies of all of your writing for this course.  It is imperative that you always have 

a back-up copy of your work.  Be sure to keep hard copies as well as saved versions.  Also, make 

sure that you save your work in several places (ex. on the network and in your email) so there is 

no chance that your computer will crash and you will lose your work.  

 

 If you have a disability that may have some impact on your work in this class and for which you 

may require accommodations, please see Machamma Quinichett in the Office of Academic 

Advising to register for services. Students that receive accommodation checklists should meet 

with me to discuss the provisions of those accommodations.  Please let me know as soon as 

possible so we can work together to adapt the course materials, assignments and/or instruction 

techniques to accommodate your learning style. 

 

 If you join the class late in Drop/Add, you are responsible for making up missed assignments 
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DETAILED SCHEDULE 

 

 Reading assignments are marked in italics and should be read BEFORE the day they will be 

discussed.  

 If I ask you to find a text online, please print or copy it and bring it to class. 

 Assignments ―due‖ (to be brought to class, turned in or posted to Blackboard) are in bold. 

 Unless otherwise specified, all reading assignments come from the Bedford Anthology. 

 The St. Martin’s Handbook will be abbreviated ―SM‖ and Blackboard ―BB‖  

 Please bring your St. Martin’s Handbook with you to every class session. 
 

 

 

UNIT 1 POETRY:  Developing a  
Literary Vocabulary 

 

Date  Reading/Discussion                            Written Assignment Due 

 

Aug. 30: Th Introductions; Syllabus. 

  What makes a classic?  Selections from Native Guard 

 
[Sep. 1:  Sat Extra-credit opportunity!  Attend Decatur Writing Festival  

and listen to Natasha Trethewey speak about her work] 

----------------  

Sep. 4:  Tu College Writing:  Goals, expectations, and resources          Goals for the course 

Writing Center presentation  

SM sections: 1, 2, 61, 62  

   

Sep. 6:  Th  Techniques for close-reading poetry.                                          250-word extra-credit 

Shakespeare’s Sonnet # 116 (BB)                                paper due (optional!) 

  Hayden “Those Winter Sundays” (565) 

Cummings “l(a” (579) 

Hathaway’s “Oh, Oh” and sample close reading (568-570) 

----------------------------- 

Sep. 11: Tu Poetic Forms 749-771 (Choose 1 poem from 3 different forms)                 

  Writing about Poetry 605-611 

   

Sep. 13: Th  Native Guard (selections TBA)                 250-word free-write  

       on chosen poem(s) 

       for essay #1  
----------------------------- 

Sep. 18: Tu Group presentations:  close-reading Native Guard     

 

Sep. 20: Th   Rough Draft Workshop – Explication Essay                Rough draft due 
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UNIT 2  THE SHORT STORY:  Practicing Literary Analysis  
and Using Criticism 

 

Date  Reading/Discussion                                Assignment Due 

 

Sep. 25:  Tu   Close-reading fiction:  developing a literary vocabulary        PAPER 1 DUE 

              

Sep. 27:  Th Chopin’s “The Story of an Hour” 13-22 

   Updike’s “A&P” 553-557 

  

----------------------------- 

Oct.  2:  Tu  Using Criticism:  Faulkner’s “Barn Burning” 396-422  

  SM sections: 9a, b, c, e and 14  

              

Oct. 4:  Th  Trip to the library – basic research techniques     250 word close-reading 

  SM section: 13              of selected story (from HO) 

 ----------------------------- 
Oct. 9:  Tu  Lahiri's Interpreter of Maladies – “A Temporary Matter”        

and one story of your choice.                                                                  

                        

Oct. 11: Th  Drafting paragraphs 

  SM sections:  7, 27,45 

----------------------------- 

Oct. 16:  Tu Rough Draft Workshop – Critical Review                 Rough draft due           

  SM sections: 5-6 

 

Oct. 18:  Th FALL BREAK - Read Wuthering Heights!                                      

----------------------------- 
 

UNIT 3 THE NOVEL:  Strategies for  
Researching  

 

Date  Reading/Discussion                              Assignment Due 

 

Oct. 23:  Tu  Wuthering Heights Chs. 1-10       PAPER 2 DUE 

 

Oct. 25:  Th    Wuthering Heights Chs. 11-20      

----------------------------- 

Oct. 30:  Tu Wuthering Heights Chs. 21-30    250 word brainstorming 

“The Literary Research Paper” 1590-1608                    on paper topic 

 

Nov. 1:   Th    Finish WH and read selected criticism (361-394) 

  SM sections: 12, 15 

-----------------------------  
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[Nov 2-4, 9-11  Extra-credit opportunity!  Attend Blackfriars performance of Julius Caesar] 

 

Nov. 6:  Tu     No Class – individual conferences with instructor          Thesis statement due 

                          

Nov. 8:  Th Defining Plagiarism: Researching; evaluating  

and using sources responsibly; MLA bibliography workshop  

SM section: 16, 17, 18 

-----------------------------  
Nov. 13:  Tu In-class drafting           Annotated bibliography due 

  SM section: 28, 29, 31 

 

Nov. 15:  Th Rough draft workshop – Research paper                                        Rough draft due              

     

 

 

UNIT 4  PICKING THE PULITZER:   Finding Your Critical Voice 

 

Date  Reading/Discussion                                Assignment Due 

 

Nov. 20: Tu Reviews of contemporary literature (BB)                               PAPER 3 DUE

             

Nov. 22: Th THANKSGIVING  

-----------------------------  
 

Nov. 27:  Tu   Presentations                     250 word extra-credit  

        paper due (optional) 

Nov. 29:  Th Presentations                 

-----------------------------  
Dec. 4:   Tu Presentations                     

 

Dec. 6:   Th Final Thoughts                       PAPER 4 DUE 
----------------------------- 

 

NOTE:  All “work of the semester” is due no later than 9:00 a.m. of the second reading day (Wed. Dec. 

12, 2007).  This is a school-wide policy 

 

 

 

 

       

 

**This syllabus and the accompanying schedule is subject to modification 

at the instructor’s discretion** 

 


