
Expository Writing: Memory and Identity 
             English 110 (010 & 011) – Fall 2007 

 

Instructor:        Kathryn Crowther    Office:         Callaway N-306     

Email Address:    kcrowth@learnlink.emory.edu    Office Hours:       T/Th. 9-10, Th. 1-3

  

 
hugo@hugowerner.com © 2001 

Course Description:   

 

The theme of this course –―Memory and Identity‖ – will allow us to explore how history and personal 

recollection are filtered through individual perception and shaped by cultural ideas of 

commemoration. Our discussion of memory will involve discussions of individual and cultural 

identity, biological memory (and forgetting), history, testimony, and traumatic memory; all of which 

we will approach through various genres including essays, memoirs, art, and film.  Through an 

intensive process of reading, discussing, writing, and editing, we will critically examine texts from 

different disciplines and apply our questions and discoveries to typical college writing assignments.  

 

Texts:   

 

The St. Martin’s Handbook (Sixth Edition) by Andrea Lunsford,  

The Anatomy of Memory: An Anthology by James McConkey (ed.)  

The Forgotten by Elie Wiesel,  

A Million Little Pieces by James Frey 

 

Reserves Direct: 

Selections from:  

Commemorations: The Politics of National Identity by John Gillis (ed.) 

Searching for Memory:  The Brain, the Mind, and the Past by Daniel Schacter 

mailto:kcrowth@learnlink.emory.edu
javascript:open_compose_win('to=hugo%40hugowerner.com&thismailbox=INBOX');
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Objectives:   

 To develop a vocabulary to talk about different types of texts and arguments; to gain confidence 

with negotiating texts, generating questions, and formulating responses. 

 

 To participate in discussion with your peers, understanding that a fruitful classroom exchange 

comes from careful reading, thoughtful questioning, attentive listening and strong verbal skills.  

 

 To hone the close-reading skills necessary for the analysis of literary texts and to learn how to 

present your reading of a text to your peers. 

 

 To develop a set of questions about a text that then can be crafted into a research project.  To 

hone your questions into a concise thesis statement and to approach the writing process as a 

multi-stage process of research, drafting, instructor and peer feedback and editing.  To understand 

how to craft an argument and how to use evidence to support your thesis.  

 

 To explore the different library and electronic resources available on your chosen paper topics.  

To learn how to effectively research and use criticism to enhance your understanding of a text.  

To navigate and utilize the resources of Emory’s library and manuscript collection. 

 

 To develop your own ―memory project‖ and present it to the class in an oral report. 

 

Course Requirements:    
 

Attendance: 

Coming to class on-time and prepared is imperative.  

 

- Be punctual!  I will shut the door at the beginning of class.  If you come in after the door is 

closed, you will be counted as tardy.  Every excessive tardy will count as a partial absence 

(1/4).  Thus, 4 tardies = one unexcused absence. 

 

- If you exceed three absences, I will drop your final grade one grade level (ie. a "B" will 

become a "B-") per absence.  You are responsible for keeping track of your own absences.  

Please schedule a meeting with the professor if you wish to verify your attendance record. 

 

- Missing more than 8 classes will result in an "F" for the course.  

 

- Missing class for a university-sponsored event requires a letter from the appropriate 

administrator before the absence.  Assignments are still due on the original date. 

 

- Papers are due at the beginning of class.  If you are absent the day a paper is due it is still your 

responsibility to turn in that paper before class.  Late work will only be accepted at my 

discretion (with a grading penalty).   Papers that are turned in late will not receive annotations. 

 

-  Please be aware that assignments cannot be made up unless I give you permission in advance.  

All late work will be given the grade I feel is appropriate (usually half credit).  Please let me (or 

a dean) know as soon as possible if an illness or personal crisis prevents you from attending 
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class or completing assignments so that we can come to some arrangement regarding absences 

and missed work. 

 

Participation (10%): 

 

Your attendance is required in both senses of the word; that means that you must not only be 

physically but mentally present as well.  In addition, you must be prepared for class in order to 

benefit the rest of us and in order to receive the full benefit of the class yourself.  If I see 

evidence that you are unprepared for class or not mentally present, I will count you absent.  

This includes sleeping, talking, or working on materials for other classes during class.  You 

are required to do all reading/writing assignments and come to class with all materials.  

Additionally, you will be expected to engage actively in class discussion and work-shopping 

exercises and to post short assignments to our Blackboard site. Occasional ―Reading Pop 

Quizzes‖ (awarded plus, check, minus) will be factored into your participation grade.  Come to 

class ready to think and speak and argue; you will have a much more enjoyable time if you do.    

 

 In order to stay abreast of announcements and schedule changes, please be sure to check your    

      email and/or our Blackboard site frequently.  

 

Assignments 

The main focus in class will be on the writing process (including draft workshopping) and we will 

usually do some writing during every class period.  Class time will also involve discussion of 

expository and literary texts.   

 

◘   Reading and preparation for discussion: 

     Come to class prepared to discuss the assigned texts.  This involves keeping up with the  

     reading and developing a set of questions or observations that you can share with the class.  We  

     will discuss close-reading strategies in class, but I advise that you become an “active” reader – 

     taking notes and highlighting important passages as you read.  Twice during the semester we will  

     discuss movies in class.  You are responsible for watching the movie ahead of time or attending 

     the evening viewing that I will hold.  The movies are on reserve at the library. 

 

◘   Essays: 

   You will write 4 essays and several short Blackboard assignments during the semester. I will  

   give you detailed handouts on each assignment. 

  

 The short Blackboard assignments will count for 15% of your final grade.  

 

 The four longer essays will graded be as follows: 

 

o Paper 1:  2-3 pages  = 10% 

o Paper 2:  4-5 pages = 15%  

o Paper 3:  7-10 pages  =  20% 

o Paper 4:  2-3 pages =  10% 

 

 *1 page = approx 250 words 
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- Papers must be typed in 12 point font, double-spaced, with 1-inch margins, stapled, with 

your name and page number at the top right, and must follow MLA standard style format (see 

St. Martin’s Handbook).   

   

- All parts of the writing process will be assessed, including outlines, rough drafts, and 

workshops and these will be factored into the grading of the final product.    

 

- When you turn in your final paper, you must submit all the work you've done in that unit – 

notes, research, outlines, drafts, workshopping notes, response papers, etc.  Please use a folder 

to keep all these materials together.  You must also upload a copy of all written assignments 

(final drafts) to the electronic drop-box on Blackboard. 
 

- You will lose a grade level (ie. a B will become a B-) on your paper grade if you fail to 

bring a rough draft on a workshopping day.   
 

- Papers which earn a grade lower than a B must be revised and resubmitted within one 

week of the paper’s original return.  I will average the grades of the original and the revised 

paper to determine the final grade for the assignment.  Papers with a grade of B and above may 

be revised at the discretion of the professor. 

 

◘ Course Blog and Wiki (15%): 

Everyone in the class will participate in the course blog and wiki on our Blackboard site.  In  

addition to short assignments, you are encouraged to post to both sites frequently with  

comments, questions and discussion topics.  Every day, someone will be assigned to write-up 

a ―class log‖ and post it to the wiki.  The log will summarize the class discussion and 

highlight any important issues and questions that were raised. Students are encouraged to add 

to and, if necessary, edit the class log, in order to make it a collaborative project.  The log will 

serve as the ―archive‖ or ―memory‖ for our course.  We will discuss how both the blog and 

wiki work and we’ll develop a code of conduct for posting during one of our first classes.  

 

I will grade assigned blog and wiki entries on a scale of 1-10: 

1-2   =  unacceptable 3-4   =  poor    5-6  =     acceptable  7-8= good  

9      =    very good 10    =  exceptional 

  

◘ Memory Project (20%): 

Over the course of the semester, each student will develop their own memory project.  This 

will be a substantial piece of work which puts the terms ―memory‖ and ―identity‖ to work 

creatively.  We will discuss possibilities for your projects, but examples could include:  a blog 

containing an archive of family documents and photographs, a memoir (personal or fictional), 

a video project capturing monuments and memorials in Atlanta, a pod-cast of an interview 

with the curator of a major archive etc.  I will go over the specific criteria in class at the 

beginning of the semester.  At the end of the semester you will present your project to the 

class and turn in a 2-page paper explaining how you conceived of the project, and addressing 

the relationship between the form and content of the project.   
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Grading 

  Blog/wiki entries:   15% 

  Papers 1-4:    55% 

  Participation:    10% 

  Memory Project: 20% (10 % Project + 5% Presentation + 5% write-up) 

 

Grading Criteria:

 

 

I will initially assign all papers a letter grade based on the criteria below.  Then I will convert that 

grade to a number that correlates with the highest score assigned to that letter grade (ie. if you earn a 

B+ (88-89) that will convert into an 89 (see ―Course Grading Scale‖ under ―Course Information on 

Blackboard).  Then, I will subtract points for lateness, excessive grammar mistakes and/or proofing 

errors, and failure to meet the general and specific requirements of the paper (ex. incorrect 

formatting, draft not stapled, paper too short).   

 

I will use the following guidelines to assess your papers: 

 

 An ―A‖ paper would move your instructor and the best members of your class to admiration. 

It implies not only that the theme is virtually free of errors but also that it makes its point clearly, 

logically, and gracefully. An ―A‖ final grade is the product of work of consistently high quality and 

occasional brilliance. 

 

 A ―B‖ paper effectively makes its point: it is generally persuasive.  It takes a thoughtful and 

responsible approach to its chosen subject—it takes up an issue with a sense of urgency, and goes 

beyond the obvious—and it makes appropriate adaptations to audience and situation.  It makes 

generally good use of available and relevant evidence, and shows awareness of possible alternative 

lines of thought.  Its overall structure, likewise, is generally effective: points are well-developed and 

sequenced in a clear, logical, and strategically appropriate way (according to the paper’s purposes); 

nonfunctional digressions and irrelevant points are kept to a minimum; paragraphs are well-

structured; and the implied writer/reader contract is generally maintained throughout.  The style is 

clear, accessible, and appropriate, with few or no grammatical errors that could significantly impede 

readability or detract from the writer’s credibility. 

 

 A ―C‖ paper meets the minimal criteria for acceptable writing, though it may not be effective 

or persuasive.  It makes an argument—that is, it presents a claim or stance, and offers the reader some 

basis for it (argumentation, evidence, supporting detail)—though it may not go much beyond the 

obvious, may not develop its points effectively, may not have an especially strong sense of audience 

and situation, may not be adequately responsive to alternative lines of thought, and may have major 

flaws in its reasoning.  Its structure is generally clear, though perhaps rigidly mechanical: there is an 

introduction, body, and conclusion (the dreaded ―five-paragraph theme‖); points are arranged in a 

perceptible way; and paragraphs are adequately structured, though there may be irrelevant points or 

nonfunctional digressions, an unsteady sense of ―movement,‖ or lapses in the writer/reader contract.  

Its style is more or less clear and readable, though there may be occasional grammatical errors that 

                                                 
 Adapted from Professor Pozorski with permission 
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disrupt the intelligibility of what is being said, detract from the writer’s credibility, and weaken the 

overall persuasiveness of the paper.  Improvement is desirable, but you should remember that a ―C‖ 

grade does indicate average college work. 

 

 A ―D‖ paper makes an honest effort, but significantly falls short of the minimal criteria.  It 

presents either no argument or an argument whose intelligibility is seriously flawed; it may read as a 

mere ―collection of thoughts,‖ or as a rant.  It lacks a sense of audience and situation, and may show 

little or no awareness of possible alternative lines of thought.  Its structure is unclear (from a reader’s 

point of view): its points may not seem to have a purposeful sense of order, and its paragraphs may 

not be adequately structured.  Its style may have (again, from a reader’s point of view) serious 

problems of readability or appropriateness, including frequent and significant lapses in grammar. 

 

 An ―F‖ paper completely fails to meet the assignment: the paper is not completed or not 

handed in; or t falls significantly short of the minimum length requirement; or it addresses no topic 

under discussion; or it seriously violates common standards of civility and argumentation; or it is 

plagiarized or involves self-plagiarism (modification of a paper used for a different class). 

 

Code of Conduct:  Out of courtesy to others, please abide by the following rules: 

 

1.   Be on time and then don’t leave the class at anytime unless it is an emergency. 

2.   Don’t talk when someone else is talking.  Address and refer to your classmates by name 

3.   Turn off all cell phones, Ipods and other electronic devices upon entering classroom.  Do not 

      check email or work on other assignments during computer work. 

4.   No sleeping, no heads down—do not come to class unless you are prepared to be an active 

       participant. 

5.   As this class will run during lunch hour, you may eat a small snack during class.  Please do not  

      bring lunch to class.   

 

Honor Code:   The Emory Honor Code is in effect in this class and will be strictly enforced.  The 

honor code applies to all work you do for the class, including homework, online assignments, 

collaborative projects and all writing assignments.  As a student, you bear primary responsibility for 

understanding the nature of academic honesty and avoiding plagiarism.  The Emory University web 

site states:  ―Every student who applies to and is accepted by Emory College, as a condition of 

acceptance, agrees to abide by the provisions of the Honor Code so long as he or she remains a 

student at Emory College. By his or her continued attendance at Emory College, a student reaffirms 

his or her pledge to adhere to the provisions of the Honor Code.‖  Please familiarize yourself with the 

honor code:  http://www.college.emory.edu/current/standards/honor_code.html 

 

What is Plagiarism? 

We will spend time at the beginning of the semester discussing plagiarism and how to avoid it, but 

here are some examples: 

1. Copying another student’s work. 

2. Downloading a paper from the Internet. 

3. Using another person’s ideas and not giving them credit. 

4. Paraphrasing but retaining specific phrases and structures from the original 

5. Giving incorrect or incomplete citation information. 

http://www.college.emory.edu/current/standards/honor_code.html
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We will practice using MLA format in class and I will verify your bibliographic citations on your 

rough drafts.   You may ask me questions about citation and plagiarism at any time. 

 

Communication/Office Hours: I will do my best to check and respond to all email every evening 

before 8pm.  Emails received after 8pm will not receive a reply until the following day after class.  I 

will hold ―drop-in‖ office hours on Thursdays from 1-3; you may make an appointment or just stop 

by.  I will also be in my office on Tues/Thurs from 9-10 but please let me know if you would like to 

meet as occasionally my office-mate will be using the office.  If you cannot make either of these 

times, let me know and we can schedule an appointment.  I encourage students to come and visit me 

regularly during office hours.  Feel free to stop by my office with questions, concerns, or just to 

chat!  

 

Miscellaneous info: 

 

 Please keep copies of all of your writing for this course.  It is imperative that you always have 

a back-up copy of your work.  Be sure to keep hard copies as well as saved versions.  Also, make 

sure that you save your work in several places (ex. on the network and in your email) so there is 

no chance that your computer will crash and you will lose your work. Always upload a copy of 

your final draft to the blackboard electronic drop-box. 

 

 If you have a disability that may have some impact on your work in this class and for which you 

may require accommodations, please contact the Office of Disability Services at: 

(http://www.ods.emory.edu/). Students who receive accommodations should meet with me to 

discuss the provisions of those accommodations.  Please let me know as soon as possible so we 

can work together to adapt the course materials, assignments and/or instruction techniques to fit 

best with your learning style. 

 

 If you join the class late in Drop/Add, you are responsible for making up missed assignments. 
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DETAILED SCHEDULE 

 

 Reading assignments are marked in italics and should be read BEFORE the day they will be discussed.  

 If I ask you to find a text online, please print or copy it and bring it to class. 

 Assignments ―due‖ (to be brought to class, turned in or posted to Blackboard) are in bold. 

 The St. Martin’s Handbook will be abbreviated ―SM,‖ Blackboard ―BB,‖ Reserves Direct ―RD‖ 

 Please bring your St. Martin’s Handbook with you to every class session. 

 

UNIT 1.  Writing and Memory 
  

 
 

 

Date  Reading/Discussion                            Written Assignment Due 

 

Jan. 17: Th Introductions; Syllabus. 

  Memory, Identity, and Writing 

----------------  

Jan. 22: Tu College Writing:  Goals, expectations, and resources       Create Wiki profile & 

Writing Center presentation                  post goals for the course 

SM sections: 1, 2, 61, 62        

  

Jan. 24: Th  Schacter chapters – Introduction and Ch. 1 (RD)        Blog discussion  

  Choose one chapter from Section 1 of The Anatomy of Memory              of reading 

-----------------------------   

Jan. 29: Tu Recent articles on memory (BB)            Wiki entry on  

 Talking about ―style.‖        types of memory      

 SM sections: 9, 10, 11 

  

Jan. 31: Th Brainstorming, free-writing, planning, and drafting 

  Defining plagiarism 

  SM sections: 5, 14, 15, 16        

----------------------------- 
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Feb. 5:   Tu Discussion of Memento                     

  

Feb. 7:   Th   Essay #1: Rough Draft Workshop                             Rough draft due 

----------------------------- 

       

UNIT 2.  Memory and Identity:  Witnessing and Testimony 
 

 
 

Date  Reading/Discussion                                Assignment Due 

 

Feb. 12:  Tu   Trip to the library – basic research techniques        PAPER 1 DUE

     SM section: 13 

  Anatomy of Memory:  IV “Introductory Essay” 227     

      

Feb. 14:  Th The Forgotten  1-97              Wiki entry on  

Articles on witnessing and testimony (BB)                  historical aspects of  

       The Forgotten 

----------------------------- 

Feb. 19:  Tu The Forgotten  98-197       

                             
Feb. 21:  Th  The Forgotten 198-end           Blog discussion 

“Psychological Trauma: Burnt into Memory” (BB)     of reading 

 ----------------------------- 
Feb. 26:  Tu   Schacter Ch. 3 “Of Time and Autobiography”  

& Ch. 7 “Emotional Memories” (RD) 

 

Feb. 28:  Th  Discussion of Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind 

----------------------------- 

Mar. 4:   Tu Essay #2:  Rough Draft Workshop                    Rough draft due           

   SM sections: 6, 7, 26, 27, 28, 29 
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UNIT 3.  Collective Memory:  Commemoration, Memorials, and Archives  
 

 
 

Date  Reading/Discussion                              Assignment Due 

 

Mar. 6:   Th Collective Memory             PAPER 2 DUE 

  “Collective Memory and the Holocaust” (BB)         

----------------------------- 

Mar. 11:  Tu  SPRING BREAK (Begin research!) 

 

Mar. 13:  Th   SPRING BREAK 
----------------------------- 

Mar. 18:  Tu National Memory:  9/11 archives and memorials   

The American Memory Project 

―Flashbulb Memories‖ (articles on BB) 

 

Mar. 20:  Th Gillis – “Introduction:   Memory and Identity”                     Wiki entry on  

in Commemorations:  The Politics of National Identity (RD)        national memorials,  

   ―History, Memory, and Monuments:  An Overview of the     monuments & archives 

Scholarly Literature on Commemoration” (BB)       

-----------------------------  
Mar. 25:  Tu   Discussion of National monuments, memorials and archives. 

  In-class research. 

                     

Mar. 27:  Th MLA bibliography workshop                              Thesis statement due 

-----------------------------  
Apr. 1:  Tu Drafting introductions                                       Bring introduction  

  SM sections:   31, 45 (Discuss 26, 27, 28, 29) 

 

Apr. 3:  Th Essay #2: Rough draft workshop                                                      Rough draft due
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UNIT 4.   Personal Memory:  Memoir and Truth 
 

 
    AP Photo/Harpo Productions, George Burns 

 

Date  Reading/Discussion                                Assignment Due 

 

Apr. 8:    Tu A Million Little Pieces                        PAPER 3 and ANNOTATED BIB DUE

                                            
Apr. 10:  Th A Million Little Pieces 

-----------------------------  
Apr. 15:  Tu   A Million Little Pieces              

         

Apr. 17:  Th A Million Little Pieces & related articles (BB)      

-----------------------------  
Apr. 22:  Tu Presentations on final project             Project and write-up    

                  due at presentation              
Apr. 24:  Th Presentations on final project                     
----------------------------- 

Apr. 28:   M  PAPER 4 DUE by 5pm in my mailbox 
 

 

 

 

 

       

 

**This syllabus and the accompanying schedule is subject to modification 

at the instructor’s discretion** 

 


