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ASSIGNMENT SHEET:  IDENTITY ESSAY (100 points) 

 

Due Dates: 

 Rough outline:   09/02 

 Rough draft:      09/07 

 Final  draft:      09/09 

 

Your first paper will be a personal essay on some element of your identity.  After 

reading and discussing several example essays, you will draft a 2-3 page essay which 

should describe in a serious, humorous, creative, or anecdotal fashion, what the identity 

trait is, how it fits you, and how it impacts your daily life.   

 

You might want to consider the following questions as you develop your essay: 

 What is the identity trait or category you are writing about?  How would you define 

it? 

 Why did you choose this trait?  Is it a defining part of your identity, or rather an 

element of your identity by which you would rather not be characterized? 

 How does this identity trait/category impact your life?  Is there a defining event or 

moment which characterizes this? 

 How do other people perceive or understand this element of your identity?  

 What is it that you want people to learn about you by writing this essay? 

 

As you draft your essay you should pay attention to the following: 

 

 Your voice:  Be authentic, personal, and direct.  You will be writing in the first 

person; don’t shy away from using the first-person “I” or from including dialog.  

 Your audience:  Who is your audience?  How much can you assume your     

audience knows about this topic?  What is the best way to appeal to your     reader?  

(ex. Humor, vivid examples, serious tone). 

 Your message:  What do you want the reader to take away from your essay?  

 Do we learn something about identity in general?   

 

When you submit the essay to the “assignment” on T-square you will include the 

following items:   

  1. Your final draft 

  2.  All draft copies 

  3.  Your worksheets from the draft workshop 

  4.  Your outline 

  5.  Your brainstorming notes 
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Outcomes 
Category Communication  Identity Paper 

Critical Thinking  Recognize the constructedness of 
language and social forms 
 

 Analyze and critique constructs 
such as race, gender, and 
sexuality as they appear in cultural 
texts 

 Analyze constructs of identity, 
relating them to other aspects of 
language, social convention, 
material culture etc. 
 

Rhetoric  Create artifacts that demonstrate 
the synergy of rhetorical elements 
 

 Demonstrate adaptation of 
register, language, and 
conventions for specific contexts 
and audiences 

 Write a paper that makes an 
argument about identity using 
appropriate language, rhetorical 
appeals, and awareness of 
audience and context. 
 

Process  Compose reflections that 
demonstrate understanding of 
the elements of iterative 
processes both specific to and 
transferable across rhetorical 
situations 

 Use processes such as 
brainstorming, outlining, process-
planning and researching outside 
sources in order to draft and 
revise a 2-3 page paper. 
 

 Reflect upon the process after 
you write in a post-essay 
reflection post on your blog. 

Modes and Media  Create WOVEN (written, oral, 
visual, electronic, and nonverbal) 
artifacts that demonstrate 
interpretation, analysis, 
synthesis, evaluation, and 
judgment 
 

 Demonstrate strategies for 
effective translation, 
transformation, and transference 
of communication across modes 
and media 

 

 

  Consider the relationship between 
the mode of communication 
(writing) and the argument it 
makes. 
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Your essay will be graded on the criteria outlined in the table below:  

 

Grading Rubric1 
Component Comments 

 

Points 

THESIS and CONTENT   The essay has a thesis—a single, central point that is 

interesting, original, striking and substantial.   

 The central idea is developed in the essay through well-

chosen, appropriate, concrete details that show originality 

and freshness.   

 Author shows rather than merely tells.  

 Generalizations and assertions are defended.   

 There is a developed sense of voice and awareness of 

audience 

 

Comments: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

/50 

ORGANIZATION  

 

 The essay is organized and well structured (there is a 

beginning, a body, and a conclusion).   

 The essay exhibits a clear strategy for persuasion and 

pattern of development (chronological order, spatial order, 

comparison/contrast, etc.).   

 The organization works with the thesis so that the thesis 

and the organization contribute to serving the purpose of 

the essay.  

 Essay does not digress from central point.   

 Transitions help the paper flow smoothly.   

 Introductory paragraph(s) is (are) interesting and 

appropriate.   

 Concluding paragraph is satisfying.   

Comments: 

 

 

 

 

/10 

                                                 
1
Source: http://www.personal.psu.edu/users/s/a/sam50/rubric.htm 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/med/rubric.html and http://www.sheftman.com/ewrt1a/dillard/dilscale.html 

http://www.personal.psu.edu/users/s/a/sam50/rubric.htm
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/med/rubric.html
http://www.sheftman.com/ewrt1a/dillard/dilscale.html
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PARAGRAPHS  Paragraphs are organized, unified and coherent.   

 Each supporting paragraph has a controlling idea (which 

may be expressed in a topic sentence).   

 In supporting paragraphs, topic idea helps further the thesis. 

 Comments: 

 

 

/10 

STYLE 

 

 Sentences are mature and parallel.   

 Writer avoids modifier problems.   

 Sentences show variety of pattern and are rhetorically 

effective.   

 The essay is written in a style and tone appropriate to the 

audience, topic and purpose.   

 Words are appropriate and well chosen.   

 Writer avoids jargon and sexist language.   

 Writer seems to be speaking in an authentic voice.   

 Paper is enjoyable and interesting. 

Comments: 

 

 

/10 

GRAMMAR, 

SPELLING, 

MECHANICS 

Points will be deducted for errors in grammar (comma splices, 

fragments, fused sentences, agreement, etc.), spelling, and 

mechanics (margins, format, etc.). 

Comments: 

 

/10 

PROCESS WORK   Completion of all process work 

 Rough draft complete on workshop day  

 Successful incorporation of suggestions/corrections from 

peer review 

 

Comments: 

 

 

 

/10 

GENERAL COMMENTS 

 

 

 

TOTAL (/100) 

 

 

 


